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HARFORD HERITAGE NEWS
250th Anniversary of Founding of Harford County—2023
200th Anniversary of Layfette’s Tour of America— 2024

Harford 250 Webinar—April 15 at 2:00 PM
The Steering Committee will host a virtual webinar on Thursday, April 15 at 2 pm.
We hope you will be able to attend. This will give us a chance to describe activities to
date and to hear from all of you on your plans for 2023. An invitation to the webinar
will be sent to all registered members the week before the event. To become a member of Harford 250, email 250celebration@harfordhistory.org.
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Logo Contest for 250 Celebration

 Activities Update

The logo contest deadline was March 30th. We are very pleased with the entries.
Each was very well done, making the review committee’s job quite difficult. The
winning logo will be announced later this month. It will then become the signature
logo for Harford 250.

Trivia Project
The Harford 250 Steering Committee is developing a list of 250 Trivia Questions to be used in a variety of venues during the anniversary year. We encourage you to send questions and answers, perhaps highlighting points
of interest unique to your facility, business or family history. Please send suggested questions/answers to
250celebration@harfordhistory.org.

Questions for April
1. What year was Aberdeen Proving Ground established?
2. Where was the Bel Air racetrack located?
3. What year was Harford Community College established?
4. What famous baseball owner lived in Harford County?
5. Name the Harford County native in the Baseball Hall
of Fame
Answers on the last page.

Photo: Bel Air Race Track

Share Your Memories!
Stories continue to come in about people, places and
events in Harford. They run the gamut of personal tales,
some serious, some really funny ones to stories about
local churches, businesses and clubs. How they evolved
over time and what they meant to the people who lived
and worked there. Here is an excerpt from one of the
personal stories. We thought it might spark some ideas
for you. Each of us has at least one story about life in
Harford – visits to Rocks, those high school days, storms
we witnessed and so much more.

Each of these photos accompanies
a story in the upcoming Harford
250 Anthology. You are encouraged to share your story as well.

Above: Everyone in Harford County
of a certain age recalls gathering at
the Bel Air Roller Rink.
Left: Decoy carvers and hunters
gather to tell stories of the old
days.

A Story of My Life
Charlotte Garretson Cronin
As a First Grader at Aberdeen Elementary School I preferred a walk in the woods to sitting in a classroom. Things did
not go well. But by Second Grade my attitude changed and I began a journey through life that led to an Ivy School
education, a job at the super-secret Ballistics Research Lab at APG, and eventually working with my husband at his
family’s newspaper. It has been and interesting life.
I was the only child of Clinton Sterling Garretson and Maria Max Garretson, who lived in a beautiful mansion in Glen
Mills, Pennsylvania built by the famous architect Frank Furness for the Pennsylvania Railroad as its station. My father,
after World War I in Europe, was working as an agent intern. When I was nine months old he was promoted to
supervising agent in Baltimore, and we moved back to Aberdeen, the Garretson family home. He traveled to work by
train..
Learn more about Charlotte Cronin’s memories on April 24 at 2:00 PM when she is the featured guest at “Oh The
Stories We Can Tell, a quarterly program of the Historical Society of Harford County. Register for this virtual event at
www,harfordhistory.org

Steering Committee Organized
The newly formed, twelve person, Harford 250 Steering Committee met on March 11th to tackle the guidance
needed to create a year-long celebration with so many participants and venues throughout the county. The
committee acts as a clearinghouse to schedule, brand, and publicize events of participating organizations. They
have the lead responsibility for organizing a kickoff event and a finale, including preparing a budget for these
key events. The committee is developing an overall framework for Harford 250. To date this includes:
Timeframe – All county history from pre-colonial days to the present may be included
Initial components – Logo, Memoir project, Trivia Contest, Exhibits, displays, parade themes
Steering Committee members serve as liaisons to the full Harford Heritage Committee. Organizations are asked
to coordinate with Steering Committee members by sharing their plans and recommendations so that Harford
250 celebrations are publicized, coordinated and well organized. The Steering Committee assignment areas
are:
Memoir Project and Monthly newsletter – Jackie Seneschal/Carol Deibel
Grants/fundraising – Arden McClune/Bill Walden
Publicity – Patti Parker/Greg Pizzuto/Bill Walden
Logo/memorabilia production – Bill Walden
Trivia Program – Lyle Garitty/Carol Deibel
County Liaison – Jacob Bensen/ C. John Sullivan, Jr./Greg Pizzuto
Municipal Liaison – Jenny Falcone/Patti Parker
Museum Liaison – C. John Sullivan, Jr./Iris Barnes
Business Liaison – Lyle Garitty/ Bill Walden
We look forward to receiving your ideas and plans.
Please forward to 250celebration@harfordhistory.org.

The Graw in Havre de Grace
played a singular role in Harford County ‘s history.

Activities Update—Organizing Around Themes
The activities planned by participating organizations could be grouped by themes, i.e. industry, mills, agriculture, education, maritime history, military history, transportation, etc., to enhance marketing and tourism potential. The final selection of themes depends on guidance from the full Harford Heritage Committee and the
specific events and activities of participating organizations. While each organization is encouraged to develop
its own programs for the celebration, having a few pre-set themes as options may assist with the planning process. Bring your ideas for themes to consider at the meeting on April 15. Here are some examples:

Sports in Harford
Develop an exhibit of photographs of P & R Teams throughout the years - baseball, football, soccer, tennis
Display memorabilia and provide a program on baseball leagues of times gone by
Highlight professional athletes and famous racehorses born in or associated with Harford County
Displays and photos of horseracing in Havre de Grace and Bel Air

The Black Experience in Harford County
Develop story map of key historic sites in the African-American experience
Feature an Underground Railroad display in a museum or library
Showcase Hosanna School, McComas Institute, the Colored Schools
Invite Will Schwarts, founder of MD. Lynching Memorial Project, as a guest speaker

War Time Harford
An exhibit on APG and Edgewood Arsenal’s Role in County history and in the nation’s wars
Organize events around Harford County’s role in the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812 and the Civil War
Work with veterans groups – VFW, Legion – to develop programs honoring our veterans.

Trivia Contest answers:
1. 1917
2. On Route 1 where Harford Mall is located today
3. 1957
4. Larry MacPhail
5.

Cal Ripken Jr.
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