March 2021

HARFORD HERITAGE NEWS
250th Anniversary of Founding of Harford County—2023
200th Anniversary of Layfette’s Tour of America— 2024

Steering Committee Organized
The 12-person Steering Committee meets for the first time in March to coordinate
plans for the Harford 250 Celebration. Over 65 groups and individuals have committed to the celebration of the county’s history. The Steering Committee serves as
a clearinghouse for scheduling, branding, and publicizing of events and activities
among the various participants. In addition, the Steering Committee organizes a
limited number of key events during the celebration year.
Members of the committee are drawn from heritage organizations, local museums,
town staff, and county planning, economic development and tourism agencies. The
members are: Arden McClune , Jacob Bensen, Bill Walden, Carol Deibel, Greg Pizzuto, Iris Barnes, Jackie Seneschal, Jenny Falcone, Lyle Garitty, Diane Booth, C. John
Sullivan, and Patti Parker. Contact the Steering Committee via email: 250celebration@harfordhistory.org.
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After this organizational meeting, the Steering Committee will schedule a webinar to bring participants up to
date. The webinar will focus on progress and discuss the plans under consideration by various groups. It will
also give the Steering Committee an opportunity to organize subcommittees needed to coordinate major activities. Watch for an email announcing the date and time for the webinar. Plan to attend and to share your ideas
and preparations.

Trivia Project
The Harford 250 Steering Committee is developing a list of 250 Trivia Questions to be used in a variety of venues during the anniversary year. We encourage you to send questions and answers, perhaps highlighting points
of interest unique to your facility, business or family history. Please send suggested questions/answers to
250celebration@harfordhistory.org.

Questions for March
1. Who is Harford County named for?
2. The County Courthouse burned down in February 1858; how
long did it take to rebuild?
3. Who was known as the “pioneer canning packer” of Harford
County?
4. Before the completion of the 1866 bridge across the Susquehanna, how were the rail cars moved across the river?
Rendering of the 1858 fire at the Courthouse,
Artist Unknown

Answers on the last page.

Harford Stories Are Fascinating!
Harford’s stories are proving to be even more fascinating than we imagined. Numerous current and former residents, business owners and organizations
have already submitted their stories. We encourage
you to take this opportunity to tell your story and be
part of Harford’s history. The submissions will be
gathered into an Anthology preserving the stories of
your life, your business, institution or organization
allowing these stories to be saved for perpetuity. For
more information, click here.

Logo Contest for 250 Celebration Closes Soon
The Harford 250 Logo contest will close on March 30, 2021. To date, four submissions are under review. The
review committee will meet in April to recommend the Logo Contest winner to the Steering Committee. The
winner will be announced in a public ceremony. The logo will serve as the official symbol proclaiming
connection to the Harford 250 Celebratory Year. For information on how to make a submission, click here.

Lafayette Trail News and Updates
Episode 1 of Follow The Frenchmen, a video series about the Lafayette Trail, is now available! You may view it
by visiting the video gallery on the website thelafayettetrail.org/video_gallery/. Click on the tab reading
“Follow the Frenchmen” and look for Episode 1. The video includes Closed Captioning. To enable this feature,
click on the icon on the right side of the navigation bar at the bottom of the screen and select English (United
States) CC.

Southern Harford Heritage Trail
In cooperation with the County, a route is being mapped that includes numerous features of the Little Gunpowder River and Gunpowder Neck history. Lyle Garitty, the leader of the Trail project, met with Joel Gallihue
and Jacob Benson from the Harford County Department of Planning and Zoning to discuss the work the County
already has underway in the vicinity. He received good advice and a detailed overview of the long-term plans
for trail systems in the county. He is looking forward to more involvement and assistance since a good portion
of the proposed Southern Harford Heritage Trail fits into the county planning.
Garitty also paid a visit to Harford Industrial Minerals off Ft. Hoyle Rd. to gauge interest in selling or granting
access for a walking/bike trail out to the Gunpowder RR Bridge. He is preparing to send a two-option plan to
the owner as a follow up. As an alternative, Garrity also plans to contact the adjoining homeowners associations to explore trail access through their open green areas. Garrity intends to make initial contact with Gunpowder State Park during March to discuss joining the Jerusalem Mill Trail network (southbound) with the
park area on the north end of Joppatowne bordering the site of old Joppa.
There are also possibilities to include some contribution/involvement with the Army in the Edgewood Arsenal
area to highlight and promote the history of the arsenal, Fort Hoyle and the contributions of Harford County
citizens, especially during wartime.

Activities Update—Calendar of Events
A key step in the planning process is creation of a calendar of events for 2023 showcasing the many activities
planned for the year -long celebration. Some events/exhibits will be long term, others a single day. The Steering Committee is focused on providing adequate publicity and avoiding conflicts. Participants are asked to describe in a general way what they plan to do and when. Early identification of events provide time to develop
the background information needed to seek necessary funding. To date the following activities are scheduled:
CURRENT DRAFT CALENDAR
January 2023
Web presence and Facebook page dedicated to Harford 250
Issuance of the 2023 Anthology: Harford County Memoirs and Great Beginnings
Issuance of memorabilia highlighting Harford 250 Logo
Kick off ceremony – Harford County 250 (TBA) – Designating the year of celebration
Exhibit at Historical Society highlighting Harford’s History
Lecture at Historical Society on Harford’s History
February 2023
Black History Month lecture at Historical Society
Underground Railroad Exhibit – Havre de Grace
March
Women’s History Month lecture and exhibits at the Historical Society
April— May— June—SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS
July
4th of July Parades – Feature Harford 250 Theme (Bel Air, Darlington, Havre de Grace) – participation in Revolutionary War and War of 1812, patriotic events
August — September — November - SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS
December*
Christmas Parades – Featuring historical figures
March 2024*
Celebration Ball to bring the year’s celebration to an end – details TBA.

* Note: The Act creating Harford County was passed on December 6, 1773 and took effect on March 2, 1774.
Source: Hanson's Laws of Maryland 1763-1784, The Maryland Archives

We look forward to receiving your ideas and plans.
Please forward to 250celebration@harfordhistory.org.

Committee News
Steering Committee
The Steering Committee is recruiting members for a number of subcommittees charged with the many tasks needed for a successful year. Individuals with skills in grant-writing, photography, communications, and logistics are
especially needed. If you are interested, please contact us at 250celebration@harfordhistory.org.
Memoir Project
Memoirs continue to roll in. Each is then forwarded to two of the 12 volunteer reviewers who are evaluating the
stories for inclusion in the final document and making any necessary edits or corrections.
Funding for Memoir Project
The Historical Society is evaluating the possibility of funding the anthology containing the selected stories from the
memoir project through the sale of ads, similar to the method used to fund the 1953 Harford County Directory.
More on this in future newsletters.

Virtual Meeting in April
Committee members are working on many ideas for the upcoming celebration. The Steering Committee is planning
a virtual meeting in April to present planned projects in some detail, to discuss grant options and to help determine how we can interact on these plans in the most efficient way. If you have information to share or something
to present, please contact us at 250celebration@harfordhistory.org.

Trivia Contest answers:
1. Henry Harford , last Proprietor of Maryland and illegitimate son of Frederick Calvert , 6th Lord Baltimore
2. 17 months, re-opened in July 1859
3. George Washington Baker
4. By ferry

History does repeat itself in unexpected ways!
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