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Logo Winner Selected 

The Steering committee has approved the Logo contest winning entry, 

noting it was chosen from 25 excellent submissions. A ceremony 

awarding the prize money will be held at the  Bel Air Town Board 

meeting on June 21. By then the town hopes to be doing live meetings 

at  Town Hall, 39 N. Hickory Ave, Bel Air. Copies of all of the entries will 

be on display at the ceremony. 

Trivia Project 
The committee has collected more than 120 Trivia Questions and Answers for the Harford 250 Trivia project.  Our 

goal is to gather 250 questions and answers for the anniversary year.  Each weekday, a new question will appear on 

the Historical Society’s Facebook page with answer appearing on the weekend.  Some of these Trivia questions will 

be shared with interested businesses/organizations for use during their celebrations. If you have any trivia Questions 

and Answers to share, please send to 250celebration@harfordhistory.org.  

Questions for May 

1. Where was Harford County's first covered bridge? 

2. What popular Hollywood movie was filmed throughout Harford County in 2002 in places such as Kilgore Falls, 
 Susquehanna State Park, Bulle Rock, Rocks State Park and Christ Church in Rock Spring? 

3. In what year did the Ma & Pa Railroad end all traffic into Harford County? 

4. In 1799, there was a bid to bring the nation's capital to what Harford County town? 

 

Answers on the  last page.   

 

Harford 250 Website 
Bill Walden and his team at Main Street Design are designing an official website for Har-

ford 250 and Kathi Santora of The Writer’s Studio has volunteered to help with content. 

The new website will be operational in mid-June.  

Participating organizations that want their logo and a link to their website included on the 

webpage must submit the logo art work and the link address to Carol Deibel or through 

250celebration@harfordhistory.org. Use the phrase “Website Materials” in the subject 

line.  Please submit your request by June 1.  
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PROJECT UPDATES 
 

Harford Land Trust/Harford Agricultural Board/Steppingstone Museum 

These three organizations are working together on a series of programs cele-
brating the county’s agricultural history using the theme Land & Water in Har-
ford. They are also looking to expand the Centennial Farm list. This is a state 
designation that recognizes farms held in a family for 100 years or more. If you 
know of such a farm, please share this information with Alice Archer at the 
County’s Agricultural Center or send information to 250celebra-
tion@harfordhistory.org. 
 

Archeology Dig 

Work continues at the site of Old Joppa. The relocation of the County seat from Joppa to present day Baltimore 

City in 1768 led to the establishment of Harford County as a separate County. During the 2023 celebration year, 

Archeologists Jim Gibb, Adam Fracchio and members of Harford’s  local Archeological Society will open  up the 

Joppa archeological excavation to allow public participation. 

 

Trails in Harford 

The Upper Susquehanna Heritage Trail program focuses on heritage tourism. This group is currently promoting 

three Gateway Trails that run through Harford County, These are the Washington/Rochambeau Trail, cele-

brating the trail used during the Revolutionary War; the John Smith Trail, a water trail coursing up the Susque-

hanna; and the Star-Spangled Banner Trail, commemorating the battles and raids along the Chesapeake during 

the War of 1812. Several other trail programs are also under consideration. More about these in a later issue. 

These are just a few of the 

projects under development 

by various participants. The 

committee also discussed us-

ing various themes in develop-

ing activities.   

The Historical Society of Harford County, Inc. 

The Historical Society will complete renovations to the Headquarters building that restore the original lobby area 

and provide better space for museum exhibits. The improved museum will focus on exhibits that allow visitors to 

“Discover Harford” – how Harford and its people have changed since 1773 through the dynamics of geography, in-

dustry, population, arts and culture. These will include exhibits from archives, textiles, photo and art collections that 

reflect the people, places and events that have impacted the county from 1773 to the present day. 
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Committee Updates  
Opening & Grand Finale 

The kickoff for the Harford 250 Celebration Year will begin in January 2023. The steering committee asked Harford 

Heritage members for their thoughts. Should this be one major event that draws attention to the beginning of the 

year- long celebration or several throughout the county? What kind of event (s) should be considered – a Grand Ball, 

an exhibition, other? The same questions arose for the Finale. What should it look like and when should it be held.  

One thought was to hold the finale it in March 2024; the date that the December 6, 1773 Bill establishing Harford 

County became effective. Your thoughts on this would be welcome. Send your suggestions to 250celebra-

tion@harfordhistory.org. 

The Harford Heritage Committee will meet again in September 2021. We are hoping to meet in person and look for-

ward to seeing everyone once again.  Notices will be distributed as soon as a final date is determined. 

Liaisons and Contacts 

Steering Committee members serve as liaisons to the full Harford Heritage Committee. Organizations are asked to 

coordinate with Steering Committee members by sharing their plans and recommendations so that Harford 250 cel-

ebrations are publicized, coordinated and well organized.  The Steering Committee assignment areas are: 

Memoir Project and Monthly newsletter – Jackie Seneschal/Carol Deibel  

Grants/fundraising – Arden McClune/Bill Walden 

Publicity – Patti Parker/Greg Pizzuto/Bill Walden 

Logo/memorabilia production – Bill Walden 

Trivia Program – Lyle Garitty/Carol Deibel 

County Liaison – Jacob Bensen/ C. John Sullivan, Jr./Greg Pizzuto 

Municipal Liaison – Jenny Falcone/Patti Parker 

Share Your Memories!  
The Memoir Committee is reviewing more than 30 submissions from current and former residents. Subjects 

range from personal stories of people, places, events, businesses and institutions in Harford County in the 20th 

and early 21st centuries. If you have a story to tell, please see the information about submitting your story on the 

last page of this newsletter. 

A Story of My Life 

Charlotte Garretson Cronin 
As a First Grader at Aberdeen Elementary School I preferred a walk in the woods to sitting in a classroom. Things did 

not go well. But by Second Grade my attitude changed and I began a journey through life that led to an Ivy School 

education, a job at the super-secret Ballistics Research Lab at APG, and eventually working with my husband at his 

family’s newspaper. It has been an interesting life. 

 

Learn more about Charlotte Cronin’s memories on June 1 at 12:30 PM when she is the featured guest at “Oh The 

Stories We Can Tell, a quarterly program of the Historical Society of Harford County. Register for this virtual event at 

www,harfordhistory.org 
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Activities Update—Ideas to Consider 
If you or your organization are wondering how you can participate, here are some ideas.  

• A fashion show highlighting the spectrum of fashions 1773 -2023 ( a great school project and possible fundraiser) 

• Art in Harford – a series of art exhibits throughout the county featuring historic properties, places, events and 

people 

• Sports related exhibits – Teams through the years, possibly at P & R headquarters 

• Harford’s Maritime history – fishing, hunting, crabbing, importance of the waterways in industry, settlement and 

development, decoy carvers and importance 

• Municipal experience – each town has its own unique experiences 

• Black experience – story maps, underground railroad, Truth thru Healing programs and more 

• Military experience – wartime stories, APG impacts 

• Music Memories and Memorials – programs by local orchestras, choirs musical groups tracing county history 

through music 

• Bike tours  with historic storytellers along path 

• Forgotten Harford – exhibit of historic photographs, ephemera telling the more obscure stories of county life. 

There are many more subjects to explore - -  Native American culture, education, politics, the canneries, mills, medi-

cal history, suffrage movements, railroads, disasters. Let your imagination roam and share your ideas with us. En-

courage businesses, institutions, schools, clubs, churches and more to start planning for their special part in this cel-

ebration and share their plans with us. Our aim is to provide a central marketing site for all Harford 250 events and 

to coordinate activities to avoid conflicts. 
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Trivia Contest answers:  

1. Rock Run/Susquehanna at Kerr Island 

2. Tuck Everlasting  

3. 1978 

4. Havre de Grace   

Rock Run Mill 

Susquehanna State 
Park 
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