January 2022

Harford Heritage News
250th Anniversary of Founding of Harford County—March 2023 to March 2024
200th Anniversary of Layfette’s Tour of America— 2024
In this issue:

General Meeting—February 3, 2022, 1PM changed to a Virtual Meeting
Join us to discuss the plans for the celebration and bring your scheduled events for January 2023 - March 2024. We are seeking coordinators and committee members to plan
for each major event and ongoing activity. Let’s make this historic vision a reality!
Register Here: https://www.harford250.org/event/harford-250-general-meeting-2/

•

Events Plan
Local Stories

Committee Contacts
 Memoirs Information

Meetings Held to Review Plans
Steering Committee members met with the Darlington-Dublin Community Advisory Board and the fire service leadership to share the plans for the celebration and encourage participation in the events. If you would like to arrange
for a speaker at your group or organization event, please contact us at 250celebration@harfordhistory.org.

Memoir Deadline Extended to January 31, 2022
Due to the holidays and in response to numerous requests, the deadline for the Memoir submissions was moved to
January 31, 2022. To date we have more than 70 personal stories about life, business, institutions and happenings
in Harford County in the 20th and 21st Centuries. Starting in February, the review committee will begin final edits
and compilation of this modern history of Harford County. The stories shine an intriguing and often eye-opening
portrayal of the achievements, celebrations, day to day life, as well as the trials and tribulations of county residents
over the years. This snapshot of county life will become a treasure for years to come as we share the stories of our
lives with fellow citizens. Submission Requirements on page 5.

Trivia Questions
1. What year did Bata Shoe Company start in Belcamp?
2. In what year did the Harford County Detention Center open?
3. Fallston High School was built in the 1970s. What
type of business was located at that site prior to the
school?
4. What was the name of the golf course and swim club
previously located on Creswell Road near the I -95
interchange that closed in 2005?
Answers on page 4

The Legacy of Al Cesky - Legendary Bel Air High Football
Coach
Erika Butler

Al Cesky coached at Bel Air High School from 1950 to 1965, retiring after leading the Bobcats to their third undefeated season. The other seasons were in 1955 and 1959; these three teams remain the only undefeated football teams
in the school’s history. Mr. Cesky stepped down in 1965 when he became an assistant principal. He was later promoted to supervisor of secondary physical education and interscholastic athletes for the school system.
As a school administrator, Mr. Cesky introduced boys’ and girls’ lacrosse, soccer, swimming, golf, tennis and other
sports at the interscholastic level.
Mr. Cesky retired from the school system in 1979 and then started a second career in private business. In 1988, Mr.
Cesky was posthumously inducted into the Maryland Scholastic Football Coaches Association’s Hall of Fame, and in
1995, Bel Air High’s football field was dedicated in his memory.
Mr. Cesky played football, basketball, and baseball in high school at City College, where he was an all-state lineman,
while also excelling in the classroom. He went on to play football at University of Maryland for Paul “Bear” Bryant,
who, at one time, held the record for most wins as a college football coach.
While playing for the Terps as an undersized starting lineman, he donated his time and talent to a Catholic boys’
club football team in Washington and to St. Paul’s, a small local high school so poor it couldn’t pay its coaches. He
knew almost immediately where his future would take him.
After college, he played professional baseball briefly in the old Eastern Shore League. Recognizing he wouldn’t have
a career in baseball, he took a former college teammate up on an offer to come to Harford County and play for the
“Big Red” semipro football team. It was also possible Mr. Cesky would get a job as a physical education teacher and
football coach upon completion of the Bel Air High School building in 1949. He did.

Mr. Cesky coached Bel Air High’s first football team in the 1950 season, a team that didn’t win any games. It was his
only losing season, and when the teams started winning, fans started coming to games.
Watching the Bel Air football team was the thing to do on Friday night. People would go into Bel Air to shop then go
to the football games, which would draw 5,000 to 7,000 people.
During his tenure as football coach, Mr. Cesky led the Bel Air Bobcats to three undefeated seasons. The 1955, 1959,
and 1965 undefeated teams remain the only undefeated football teams in the school’s history.
(Watch for the Anthology’s release in January 2023 for the rest of the story)

Harford 250 Steering Committee
Chair: Carol Deibel

Co-Chair: Jackie Seneschal

Arts & Entertainment Liaison –
• Chris Potts – cpstory@aol.com
• Diane Booth – booth@ix.netcom.com
Memoir –
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net

County Liaison –
• Jacob Bensen – jmbensen@harfordcountymd.gov
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Business Liaison –
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstdesign.net
• Stephanie McKaughan - S.mckaughan@gmail.com

Trivia Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.

1939
1973
Dairy farm
Bren-Mar Park

Harford County has always lain in the main stream of national life.

In a sense, its history is the record of our country, reduced in scale.
Senator William S. James

Published by:
The Historical Society of Harford County
143 N. Main Street
Bel Air, MD 21014
Ph. 410-838-7691
Email: 250celebration@harfordhistory.org
www.harford250.org
Editors: Carol Deibel and Jackie Seneschal

January 2022

Harford Heritage News
250th Anniversary of Founding of Harford County—March 2023 to March 2024
200th Anniversary of Layfette’s Tour of America— 2024
In this issue:

General Meeting—February 3, 2022, 1PM changed to a Virtual Meeting
Join us to discuss the plans for the celebration and bring your scheduled events for January 2023 - March 2024. We are seeking coordinators and committee members to plan
for each major event and ongoing activity. Let’s make this historic vision a reality!
Register Here: https://www.harford250.org/event/harford-250-general-meeting-2/

•

Events Plan
Local Stories

Committee Contacts
 Memoirs Information

Meetings Held to Review Plans
Steering Committee members met with the Darlington-Dublin Community Advisory Board and the fire service leadership to share the plans for the celebration and encourage participation in the events. If you would like to arrange
for a speaker at your group or organization event, please contact us at 250celebration@harfordhistory.org.

Memoir Deadline Extended to January 31, 2022
Due to the holidays and in response to numerous requests, the deadline for the Memoir submissions was moved to
January 31, 2022. To date we have more than 70 personal stories about life, business, institutions and happenings
in Harford County in the 20th and 21st Centuries. Starting in February, the review committee will begin final edits
and compilation of this modern history of Harford County. The stories shine an intriguing and often eye-opening
portrayal of the achievements, celebrations, day to day life, as well as the trials and tribulations of county residents
over the years. This snapshot of county life will become a treasure for years to come as we share the stories of our
lives with fellow citizens. Submission Requirements on page 5.

Trivia Questions
1. What year did Bata Shoe Company start in Belcamp?
2. In what year did the Harford County Detention Center open?
3. Fallston High School was built in the 1970s. What
type of business was located at that site prior to the
school?
4. What was the name of the golf course and swim club
previously located on Creswell Road near the I -95
interchange that closed in 2005?
Answers on page 4

The Legacy of Al Cesky - Legendary Bel Air High Football
Coach
Erika Butler
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sports at the interscholastic level.
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