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Local Stories    
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Committee Contacts 

Trivia Questions  
1. In 1799, there was a bid to bring the nation’s capital to what Harford County town? 

2. Name the Joppatowne High School graduate and soccer star that played in the 1995 

Women’s World Cup match. 

3. Aberdeen’s Irvin Pankey went on to play in the NFL for 12 years. Can you name one 

of the two teams he played for?  

4. What was the name of the local baseball league that Cal Ripken Sr. played in before 

joining the Orioles?  

Answers on  page 4 

The Harford 250 Steering Committee is focusing on three major events:  

• March 31/April1, 2023 an opening event entitled Commemorating 250 Years of Community to be held at Har-

ford Community College Arena;  

• A fall festival, The History of Sports in Harford County, September 2023; and  

• The closing event at the County Court House, Celebrating Tomorrow – Make Harford History Now, March 2024.  

Everyone is invited to share their events information on the Harford 250 (www.harford250.org) website to maxim-

ize exposure for planned programs. The committee is seeking Honorary Chair persons for the Opening and the fall 

event.  Names are still being considered.  

Attendees suggested seeking out the county’s faith communities to make sure that they are included in the plan-

ning process, perhaps including local choirs in the opening event. The Steering committee is planning to conduct a 

student essay contest with the theme Celebrating Tomorrow – Make Harford History Now. The winner would be 

invited to be the Honorary Chair of the closing event in March 2024.  

The next general meeting will be held in the evening to allow more people to attend and planned as an in-person 
meeting. Meanwhile, please share your plans with us at www.harford250.org or email us at 250celebra-
tion@harfordhistory.org.  We will share your event plans on the website and in the monthly newsletter.  

February’s Harford Heritage Meeting 
The Harford 250 Steering Committee held a general meeting on February 3, 2022 to 

share the group’s plans to date and to learn more about what other county agencies, 

organizations, businesses and individuals are planning for 2023. This was a well-

attended virtual meeting that elicited several ideas and plans for the upcoming cele-

bratory year.   

http://www.harford250.org
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Organizations Announce Planned Events 
The Harford County Historic Preservation Commission will focus its 2023 Historic Preservation Awards program on 

the Harford 250 theme.   

The Harford County Department of Planning and Zoning is developing a series of story maps, one of which is based 

on a Work Progress Administration guide from the 30s and 40s on tours through Maryland along with maps on sev-

eral historic trails and a  

Several Harford County departments are working together on a heritage trail program in the southern portion of 

the county highlighting Harford’s colonial history.  

Maryland Center for the Arts is planning a Plein Aire Festival featuring images of historic sites in Harford and work-

ing with Bel Air and Havre de Grace on developing an Arts Week program. 

Joppa Archeological Dig, led by Adam Fracchia and James Gibb, professional archeologists working in Joppatowne, is 

developing a public archeology project that will introduce Joppa’s history to local residents and allow public partici-

pation in the actual archeological dig. 

Liriodendron will be celebrating its 125th anniversary in 2023 and will incorporate events promoting both of these 

celebrations.  The Liriodendron Museum is upgrading exhibits and museum space in anticipation of these events.  

The Town of Bel Air will be celebrating its 150th anniversary in 2024 and is developing plans to coordinate both 

events throughout the year.  

A private citizen, Laura Bianca-Pruitt, is developing a live webinar on the history of Harford’s highways.  

The Historical Society of Harford County, Inc. is planning publication of the Harford 250 Anthology, a year-long    

Facebook Trivia program, and a speakers’ series along with the grand opening of its new museum featuring artifacts 

and stories encompassing major elements of Harford’s history.  

Submit your organization’s plans at www.harford250.org 

Memoir Project Update 
Thank you to everyone who submitted a story about life in Harford County for the Harford 250 Anthology project.  

In total we received over 100 submissions. They included everything from personal tales like the one featured in this 

month’s newsletter to stories about local businesses, institutions, communities, arts and entertainment, sports, 

county history and more. The Anthology will provide a fascinating picture of life in Harford County since 1900 for 

current and future generations.  

We Are Getting Noticed  
The Wednesday, February 9, 2022 edition of The Aegis included an interview with Carol Deibel and Jackie Seneschal 

about the plans for Harford 250.  

Presentations to the fire chiefs, recreation council presidents, and community advisory boards are in the works. 

If you would like to arrange a discussion of Harford 250 for your club, community association, or group, email us at 

250celebration@harfordhistory.org.  
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Help Wanted—Wish List 
Share your ideas to include in planned events and develop plans for Harford 250 activities using the theme of Har-

ford’s History. Join a committee and help plan upcoming events, seek sponsorships, write grant applications, or 

help with fundraising. Contact us at 250celebration@harfordhistory.org or at www.harford250.org.  

Volunteer for a committee: 

Opening Event – Commemorating 250 Years of Community  

Fall Festival - The History of Sports in Harford County 

Closing Event – Celebrating Tomorrow – Make Harford History Now 

Advertising Committee 

Fundraising/Sponsorship/Grant Committee 

Donate Today at Harford 250.org. Help crowd-fund Harford 250 events through the website. Contributions are col-

lected by the Historical Society of Harford County, Inc., a certified 501(c)3 non-profit, which provides financial over-

sight for the planned Harford 250 events. Your help makes the celebration possible.  

Early 2000s Millennial Memories of Harford County  

By Laura Bianca-Pruitt 

 
As a kid, I loved going to see first-run movies at Harford Mall as well as the Tollgate and Campus Hills theatres. 

Tollgate and Campus Hills had seven or eight screens while Harford Mall’s theatre had two screens. When we 

wanted to know what movies were playing and when, we’d look up the times in the newspaper or call the the-

atre to listen to a recording. By the time I was in high school, Regal Cinemas in Abingdon was the place to go - 

it had 14 screens, wider, plusher seats, and so many more food and snack options! The Tollgate theatre be-

came a second tier “Dollar Theatre” – while the movies they played were “old”, tickets were only a dollar and 

popcorn/drinks only $3-4 total, making for a cheap place to hang out with friends or to go on dates. Campus 

Hills eventually became Flagship Cinemas, and the Harford Mall theatre had closed. 

 

I also had the opportunity once to see a double-feature at the Big M Drive-In 

Theatre. As a 16-year-old teenager, my parents didn’t believe me when I 

asked them if I could go to The Big M in the summer of 2003 with my friends 

to see Finding Nemo and Pirates of the Caribbean – they thought that I was giv-

ing them a cover story to run off and do other rebellious teenage things (or 

perhaps I was going to the theatre to meet a boy there) so they wouldn’t let 

me go! So instead, I got the clever idea to ask them if I could spend the night at 

a friend from church’s house. They agreed to that, so not long after my par-

ents dropped me off, we proceeded to drive to Churchville in her almost new, 

2002 forest green Chevy Cavalier to meet with our friends at the theatre! We got food from the restaurant and 

then spent the next three hours hopping around between the different cars and seats and taking turns sitting 

on their roofs, watching the movies, and joking about them together. We laughed over Dory the fish’s forgetful-

ness and Jack Sparrow’s lament over the rum being gone! 

  
(Watch for the Anthology’s release in January 2023 for the rest of the story) 
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 Editors: Carol Deibel and Jackie Seneschal 
 

County Liaison –  

• Jacob Bensen – jmbensen@harfordcountymd.gov 
 

Municipal Liaison – 

•  Jenny Falcone – jenny@downtownbelair.com 
•  Patti Parker – pparker@belairmd.org 

Museum Liaison –  

• C. John Sullivan, Jr. – jsullivans@verizon.net 
• Iris Barnes – iris.l.barnes@gmail.com 
• Julie Mancine – jmancine@harford.edu  
 
Business Liaison – 

• Bill Walden – bill@mainstdesign.net 
• Stephanie McKaughan - S.mckaughan@gmail.com  
 
 

Arts & Entertainment Liaison –  

• Chris Potts – cpstory@aol.com 
• Diane Booth – booth@ix.netcom.com 
 

Memoir  – 

• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com 
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net 
 
Grants and Fundraising - 

• Arden McClune –ardenbeachlvr@verizon.net 
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstreetdesign.net 
 
Newsletter and Website - 

• Bill Walden bill@mainstdesign.net 
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com 
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net 

Harford County has always lain in the main stream of national life. 

In a sense, its history is the record of our country, reduced in scale. 

Senator William S. James 

 

Trivia Answers 
1. Havre de Grace 

2. Thori Staples 

3. Los Angeles Rams or the In-

dianapolis Colts 

4. The Susquehanna League 

Harford 250 Steering Committee 
Chair: Carol Deibel  Co-Chair: Jackie Seneschal 
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