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Harford Heritage News
250th Anniversary of Founding of Harford County—March 2023 to March 2024
200th Anniversary of Layfette’s Tour of America— 2024

Plans, Programs and Presentations
Plans are progressing for the Harford 250 celebration. Three signature events are planned.
Each event is unique and celebrates a completely different phase of the county’s history. In
addition, community organizations, museums, businesses and service groups are encouraged to offer events highlighting their own and the county’s history throughout the celebration year. This variety allows a broad range of county residents to participate in this celebratory year.

In this issue:
•

Events Announced
Local Stories

Help Wanted
Committee Contacts

Three subcommittees are planning the main events for the upcoming year. The grand opening committee is preparing
a two-day event at the HCC APGFCU Arena on March 31 and April 1, 2023, Commemorating 250 Years of Community.
A second subcommittee is working on a fall Festival, The History of Sports in Harford County and a third group is planning the grand finale, Celebrating Tomorrow – Make Harford History Now for March 2024. To become part of the
planning team for any of these events, email the steering committee at 250celebration@harfordhistory.org.
In the past couple of months, Steering Committee members made presentations to two County Advisory councils, the
Fire Chief’s organization, an educational group, a service group, and are scheduled to speak to the County Parks and
Recreation Council in the near future. These meetings provide information to various county residents and officials
and seek to gain a level of participation from attendees both in planned events and in other events sponsored by individual groups throughout 2023-2024. If you or your organization would like to learn more about the upcoming Harford 250 project and how you can participate, please send a request to 250celebration@harfordhistory.org.
Harford 250 is a major initiative and will require assistance and cooperation of many people, but offers the residents
of Harford a rare opportunity to learn about the county’s history and to celebrate it and the people who made and
continue to make Harford such a special place to live work and play. To make all of this happen, we need your help
both at the planning level and as sponsors. We encourage you to consider becoming a sponsor. For more information
about the event, we invite you to visit our website at www.harford250.org.

Trivia Questions
1. In 1965, a train engine circumnavigated the grounds at Harford County’s first
public beach. What was the beach called?
2. Joppa, a major seaport in the 18th century, was previously called what?
3. Name the town considered Harford’s hub of mining in the early 1900s.
4. Name the only surviving building left in Joppa after the town was abandoned
for the Baltimore County seat.
Answers on page 4

Becoming a Harford 250 Sponsor
Become an official sponsor of Harford 250 by making a contribution. Sponsorships are available for individuals,
non-profit groups, community groups, businesses, and corporations. Contact us by email at 250celebration@harfordhistory.org to arrange a visit or presentation to your group or organization. You may contribute
through the website, www.Harford250.org. Join us today!

Harford 250 Brochure Published
The printing of the initial brochure announcing planned activities and sponsorship levels has arrived! Copies are
available for distribution to groups interested in learning more about the plans for the celebration and helping
through personal and corporate gifts. There are also opportunities for non-profit groups to become partners
through pledges of financial and volunteer support. The brochure will be updated as more information on the
planned events becomes available. Logos of participating organization will be added as donations arrive. Request
copies by email: 250celebration@harfordhistory.org.

Memoir Project Update
The Memoir subcommittee is reviewing all entries for the Harford 250 Anthology and finalizing editing. The stories
capture the full breadth of life in Harford in the 20th and 21st centuries and range from heartwarming to breathtaking. We will continue to share samples in our monthly newsletters and hope you enjoy these excerpts while waiting
for the final document.

Memories of Cardiff
Allen M. “Mac” Lloyd
When you finally go back to your old home, you find it wasn’t the old home you missed but your childhood.
Sam Ewing

Puttering out of Cardiff in the front seat of my step-grandfather’s pitch black circa 1930 Ford, I became fascinated
by reflections of tall weeds along the roadside that raced across the shiny chrome covers of the car’s exposed headlamps and then suddenly disappeared. As the thin-tired roadster crested what is known locally as Cemetery Hill, I
enjoyed looking at the tapered headlamp covers; it was like watching an oddly shaped television screen.
That excursion was almost 75 years ago. The panoramic view of Cardiff from high ground was captivating. I could
see my hometown – in essence my whole world - from one end to the other, all at one time.
Tucked in the northeast corner of the county and sandwiched between the village of Whiteford, Maryland, and the
town of Delta, Pennsylvania, Cardiff was as sedate as the hues of slate and greenstone that defined her. The two
parallel primary streets, Main and Chestnut, had neither a traffic light nor a stop sign.
Most of the community’s two-story houses were so close to each other that one could hear a neighbor’s telephone
ringing even above the occasional clanging and hissing of the steam radiators. There was a closeness, too, among
the residents, especially those with entrenched family roots. They were friendly, acted like surrogate aunts and uncles, and all dressed up and went to church together on Sunday.
As a member of the so-called Silent Generation, I considered Cardiff a good place in which to grow up, especially for
those of us who liked to play ball and talk about sports.
(Watch for the Anthology’s release in January 2023 for the rest of the story)

Help Wanted—Wish List
•

Share your ideas to include in planned events and develop plans for Harford 250 activities using the theme of
Harford’s History in your own organization.

•

Join a committee and help plan upcoming events, seek sponsorships, write grant applications, or help with
fundraising. Contact us at 250celebration@harfordhistory.org or at www.harford250.org.
•

Opening Event – Commemorating 250 Years of Community Fall Festival

•

The History of Sports in Harford County

•

Closing Event – Celebrating Tomorrow – Make Harford History Now

•

Advertising Committee

•

Fundraising/Sponsorship/Grant Committee

•

Help crowd-fund Harford 250 events through the website. Contributions are collected by the Historical Society
of Harford County, Inc., a certified 501(c)3 non-profit, which provides financial oversight for the planned Harford 250 events. Your help makes the celebration possible.

•

Become a sponsor at whatever level is comfortable for you

Harford 250 Steering Committee
Chair: Carol Deibel

Co-Chair: Jackie Seneschal

Arts & Entertainment Liaison –
• Chris Potts – cpstory@aol.com
• Diane Booth – booth@ix.netcom.com
Memoir –
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net
Grants and Fundraising • Arden McClune –ardenbeachlvr@verizon.net
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstreetdesign.net
Newsletter and Website • Bill Walden bill@mainstdesign.net
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net

Trivia Answers
1. Flying Point Park
2. Gunpowder Town, as it was situated where the Little
Gunpowder Falls met with the Big Gunpowder Falls
to form the Gunpowder River.
3. Cardiff
4. The Rumsey Mansion (built c. 1724)

County Liaison –
• Jacob Bensen – jmbensen@harfordcountymd.gov
• Matthew Scales—matthew@visitharford.com
• Stephanie Soder— ssoder@harfordcountymd.gov
Municipal Liaison –
•
Jenny Falcone – jenny@downtownbelair.com
•
Patti Parker – pparker@belairmd.org
Museum Liaison –
• C. John Sullivan, Jr. – jsullivans@verizon.net
• Iris Barnes – iris.l.barnes@gmail.com
• Julie Mancine – jmancine@harford.edu
Business Liaison –
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstdesign.net
• Stephanie McKaughan - S.mckaughan@gmail.com
Harford County has always lain in the main
stream of national life.

In a sense, its history is the record of our
country, reduced in scale.
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