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250th Anniversary of Founding of Harford County—March 2023 to March 2024 

200th Anniversary of Layfette’s Tour of America— 2024 

In this issue: 

Sponsorships 

Local Stories    

Events Plans 

Committee Contacts 

Trivia Questions  

1. Aberdeen’s Irvin Pankey went on to play in the NFL for 12 years. Can 

you name one of the two teams he played for?  

2. What was the name of the local baseball league that Cal Ripken Sr. 

played in before joining the Orioles? 

3. Mary Risteau was the first woman to serve in the Maryland House of 

Delegates and the Maryland Senate. Her twin brother died in 1908, at 

the age of 18. What was the cause of his death? 

4. Which Harford County Senator is credited with founding Program 

Open Space, the state’s program for the protection of the environment 

against heavy development? 

Answers on  page 4 

Plans are underway for participants from these groups to be part of the Opening Ceremonies in spring 2023 and the 

Fall Festival in the Fall of 2023. Committee members continue to reach out to other groups and encourage anyone 

interested in learning more about participating in any of these events or planning their own event to contact the 

committee at 250celebration@harfordhistory.org. 

Work is continuing on the Harford 250 website, which you can visit at www.harford250.org,  Add your planned  

activities/events both current and those planned as part of the anniversary year.  The committee also asks that as 

you begin planning your 2023 activities and displays, you consider incorporating the Harford 250 theme into your 

programs.  Be sure to let us know of your plans so we can help share your information and make this a truly exciting 

and memorable year. 

Getting the Word Out  

Irvin Pankey wrestled 

for Aberdeen High 

Representatives from the Harford 250 Steering Committee met with the Harford County 

Parks and Recreation Council Presidents, the Volunteer Fire and EMS Association, the 

Norrisville/Jarrettsville Community Advisory Board, the Delta Kappa Gamma Education 

Association and the Society of Italian American Businessmen in the past month to  

introduce the Harford 250 project and to encourage participation and sponsorship.  

mailto:250celebration@harfordhistory.org
http://www.harford250.org


Join the Growing List of Sponsors 

The Harford 250 Steering committee is extremely pleased to announce a sponsor-

ship contribution the Town of Bel Air along with several individual donations. Com-

mitments are pending from several other major sponsors. The Committee is seeking 

to raise a total of $165,000 to cover three major events during the anniversary year. 

If you or your organization want to help make the Harford 250 Project successful, 

please consider making a donation. Our sponsorship program is outlined below.   

Members of the Steering Committee are available to visit or make presentations to 

your group or organization explaining how you can become a part of this year-long 

event. To learn more about the programs or to make a donation, visit our website at 



Memoir Project Update 

The editing committee continues to work on final edits and is researching publishing sources.  We hope you are en-

joying the Memoir Teasers presented in the newsletter each month.  This month we are highlighting a brief  

segment of a story about growing up in Fallston that highlights how very much life in Harford has changed. 

 

Growing up in Fallston:  

A Brief Look Back at How It Was Once Upon a Time 

By C. John Sullivan, Jr. 

I was born in Baltimore in December of 1945 at what was known as the Women’s Hospital. I came home to Fallston 

and lived at Stoney Batter (so named in an original land patent in 1774), the home that my paternal grandfather 

purchased before 1900.  My grandfather Robert Henry Sullivan, my aunt Lauretta Sullivan, my father Clarence John 

Sullivan, my mother Sara Robinson Sullivan, my sister Susan, and I, Clarence John Sullivan, Jr., all lived under one 

roof.   

It was paradise, a lovely old house built sometime in the mid-nineteenth century. The house was surrounded by 

majestic century old maples. The woods behind our home were 

divided by the tracks of the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad.  

My grandfather had retired from that railroad in 1938. He had 

served as the bridge and building supervisor for 38 years. When I 

was old enough to accompany him, we would walk to the station 

house in Fallston, which housed the post office. Although my 

grandfather had been retired for over a decade, the railroad men 

we would see at the station still called him “Captain Bob.”  

On the occasion of a birthday or holiday, the Post Master, Roscoe 

McNutt, or his assistant, Phoebe Rhall, would say “Johnny Sullivan, you have some mail today,” and sure enough, 

there would be a greeting card signed by both of them.  It was a different world; it could just as easily have been 

1900 rather than 1950. 

When I was old enough to go out on my own, the railroad tracks were my domain. I will never know if the engineer, 

fireman, or conductor recognized me, but as the old steam line chugged by me and my playmates, we would always 

get a wave and a whistle blow. There were two ancient railroad cars on a sidetrack just a stone’s throw from our 

house. My childhood friends and I had access to those cars, and we played cowboys jumping in and out of them.  

It was young boy’s paradise like nothing that today’s children can even begin to imagine. We could swim in the 

summer in the Little Gunpowder at Laurel Brook, sled in the winter on the many hillsides, and ice skate on many 

local farms. My parents had a ship’s bell mounted on a pole, and a ring from that bell would bring me home for 

lunch or dinner.  The public road that passed our home was an earthen road, but in those times, we knew it as a dirt 

road. 

(Watch for the Anthology’s release in January 2023 for the rest of the story) 



 

Opening Events Plans 

The opening event is scheduled for March 31 and April 1, 2023 at the APGFCU Arena at Harford Community College. 

The Friday night event will be ticketed with guest speakers, performances, displays, an art exhibit, and living history 

interpretations.  The following day, the program will be open to the public, featuring 40 display booths, a juried art 

program, performances, oral history opportunities, fire truck displays, and much more. The booths will be available 

for non profit organizations to highlight the history of their organization and reach out to attendees to showcase  

opportunities for becoming a part of the group. Look for information on a talent search for local performers in  

coming months. 

Sports Event Planning 

The Fall event is in the early stages of development and will focus on the History of Sports in Harford. It will be held 

at Ripken Stadium and feature displays highlighting the history of sport in Harford including racing, jousting, boxing, 

baseball, football, soccer, lacrosse and more. Plans are underway to hold a “old timers” baseball exhibition,  

fireworks display and to feature local sports programs.   

Closing Event Preparations 

Planning for the finale in March 2024 just began. It is scheduled to include a public art piece, Bells across Harford 

which will include fire sirens, church bells and carillons ringing at noon to celebrate the final day of the anniversary 

and to signal a time for county neighborhood celebrations to begin. 

Upcoming Local Events— Participating organizations may promote one event per month in the newsletter. 

Email 250celebration@harfordhistory.org for more information. Deadline: Last day of the month. 
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 Editors: Carol Deibel and Jackie Seneschal 
 

County Liaison –  

• Jacob Bensen – jmbensen@harfordcountymd.gov 
• Matthew Scales—matthew@visitharford.com 
• Stephanie Soder— ssoder@harfordcountymd.gov  
  
Municipal Liaison – 

•  Jenny Falcone – jenny@downtownbelair.com 
•  Patti Parker – pparker@belairmd.org 

Museum Liaison –  

• C. John Sullivan, Jr. – jsullivans@verizon.net 
• Iris Barnes – iris.l.barnes@gmail.com 
• Julie Mancine – jmancine@harford.edu  
 
Business Liaison – 

• Bill Walden – bill@mainstdesign.net 
• Stephanie McKaughan - S.mckaughan@gmail.com  

Arts & Entertainment Liaison –  

• Chris Potts – cpstory@aol.com 
• Diane Booth – booth@ix.netcom.com 
 

Memoir  – 

• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com 
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net 
 
Grants and Fundraising - 

• Arden McClune –ardenbeachlvr@verizon.net 
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstreetdesign.net 
 
Newsletter and Website - 

• Bill Walden bill@mainstdesign.net 
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com 
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net 

Harford County has always lain in the main 
stream of national life. 

In a sense, its history is the record of our 
country, reduced in scale. 

Senator William S. James 

 

Trivia Answers 
1. Los Angeles Rams or the Indianapolis Colts 

2. The Susquehanna League 

3. Drowning 

4. Senator William S. James 

Harford 250 Steering Committee 
Chair: Carol Deibel  Co-Chair: Jackie Seneschal 
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Updated April 8, 2022   

Harford 250 Celebration

Starting in March 2023, The Historical Society of Harford County will 
launch a countywide celebration of Harford County’s sestercentennial. 
Along with dozens of local destinations, sponsors and volunteers, we 
will honor Harford’s unique people and places. Join us now as we plan 
Harford County’s 250th anniversary with a year’s worth of fun, 
enlightenment and nostalgia. 

Opening Event 
Theme: Commemorating 250 Years of Community 
Date: March 31 – April 1, 2023  
Location: APGFCU Arena - HCC 

Friday Evening (6 - 9 pm) – Ticketed event with 
speakers, music, displays by community 
organizations, art display, beer, wine and light 
refreshments  
 

Saturday – (12-4 pm) Open to the public – 
Community displays, performances by local 
musicians, singers, dancers, food sales, judging 
of displays and artworks, oral history, award 
ceremony 

Ongoing Activities  
Memoir Book Sales – Deadline for submissions is passed. Team is compiling over 100 stories 

Trading Card collection (April – September) – Businesses distribute unique-to-each trading cards 
highlighting Harford County people, places and events.  

Time capsule – Identify items of county-wide significance for long-term preservation  

Public Art Piece – Commission and fundraise for public art to celebrate the past, present, and future 

Harford 250 Website – www.harford250.org Events calendar, volunteer opportunities, sponsors 

Midyear event – Fall 2023 
Theme: The History of Sports in Harford 
County 
Date: TBD  
Location: TBD 
One-day Festival with old-timers’ baseball 
game, parade of athletes, displays to highlight 
sports/figures from the past – horse racing, 
baseball, boxing, high school football, etc., 
children’s fun area and a grand finale with 
fireworks 

Closing Event - March 2024  
Theme:  Celebrating Tomorrow - Make Harford 
History Now 
Location: Bel Air 
A special event featuring music performances, 
speakers, the unveiling of a commemorative 
public art piece, and the sounding of bells – the 
courthouse carillon, church bells and firehouse 
bells/sirens across Harford County followed by 
community celebrations across the county. 

It’s time to plan and budget for events and activities to commemorate our Harford’s 250th 
Anniversary.  We need contributors, sponsors and volunteers to make this celebration happen we would 
love and appreciate being a part of your 2023 and 2024 plans. 

 

http://www.harford250.org/

