May 2022

Harford Heritage News
250th Anniversary of Founding of Harford County—March 2023 to March 2024
200th Anniversary of Layfette’s Tour of America— 2024
In this issue:

General Meeting—June 9, 2022, 7 PM In-Person & Virtual Meeting
The Steering Committee will provide a presentation on the status of the project to date
and how you can be a part of this celebration. The remainder of the meeting will focus
on the plans of individual groups, organizations, businesses and others during 2023 and
how these can be coordinated to assure a successful and exciting year-long celebration.
Register Here: https://www.harford250.org/event/harford-250-general-meeting-3/

Sponsorships
Events Plans
Local

Stories

Committee

Contacts

Website Update – www.harford250.org
Previous visitors to the Harford 250 website are in for a pleasant surprise when
they return. The site includes new and exciting information. It describes Harford
250’s mission and vision; includes all past newsletters tracking progress to date;
outlines the three major Harford 250 celebrations as well as providing information
about events planned for 2022; provides a list of volunteer opportunities; and
details sponsorship opportunities. In the coming months, website will include a
series of past and present photos of the county’s unique places and monuments.
Keep checking back on the Harford 250 website to watch our progress. We also
encourage you to add information about your current and future events and
programs.

Trivia Questions
1. The Silver family began commercial fishing operations for shad and
herring on the Susquehanna as early as 1810. When did this
commercial fishing enterprise end?
2. Where was Harford Chemical Works located?
3. What was the original name of La Grange Furnace in Rocks?
4. There were at least 15 limestone kilns in Harford County. Can you
name 3 ways that the lime was used?
Answers on page 4
La Grange Iron Works

Who Are These People? Marquis de LaFayette
A national hero in both America and France, LaFayette, a French aristocrat
and military officer, volunteered as a Continental Army officer when he was
19 years old. His contributions to the American Revolutionary cause can
not be overstated both in terms of leadership in battles, financial and
political assistance. He is credited with leading his troops through Harford
on the way to the decisive Battle of Yorktown, where he blocked the forces
of General Cornwallis until American and French troops could arrive and
defeat the British. The City of Havre de Grace and the Town of Bel Air both
credit their names to General LaFayette.
To learn more about the other county heroes listed on our sponsorship program, visit the Harford 250 website.

Plans, Programs and Presentations
Plans are proceeding on three signature events for Harford 250. The opening event, Commemorating 250 Years of
Community, gives area non- profits an opportunity to showcase their history and events in a 10’ x10’ booth at the
HCC Arena for the March 31 - April 1, 2023 programs. Businesses are encouraged to work with local non-profits to
help spread the word about all of the attractions Harford has to offer. This event will also feature a juried local art
competition and art show, performances by local entertainers, oral history programs and much more. We invite you
to check the Harford 250 website for more information on how to sign up for a booth space or to request that a
steering committee member contact you to respond to any questions.
The History of Sports in Harford County event planned for Ripken Stadium in the fall is also moving forward. If you
have an interest in sports and would like to be part of the planning committee, please visit the volunteer page of the
website and leave your contact information. A committee member will be in touch. Additionally, the finale planning
team, Celebrating Tomorrow, is finalizing plans for its programs to be presented in March 2024. More information
about all of these events will follow as the planning process proceeds.
If you or your organization are interested in learning more about becoming a sponsor or would like to have someone
visit to provide a presentation about this project, please contact us at Harford250@harfordhistory.org.

Farm Fair Partnership
Harford 250 will have a presence at the 2022 Farm Fair, Monday, July 25, 2022 to Saturday, July 30, 2022. and we
are seeking volunteers to help staff the Harford 250 booth. If you or your organization are interested, please visit
the Get Involved page on the Harford 250 website https://www.harford250.org/get-involved/ or email us at
Harford250@harfordhistory.org.
Several winners of the Harford Farm Fair Talent Contest
will be invited to perform at the Harford 250 Opening
Event on Saturday, April 1. The contest will be held on
Tuesday, July 26 at 6:30 P.M. in the Main Pavilion For
more information and to register for the contest visit the
Harford Farm Fair website contestant page.

Upcoming Local Events— Sponsoring organizations may
promote one event per month in the newsletter.
Email: harford250@harfordhistory.org for more information. Deadline: Last day of the month.
Sponsorships are available at several levels. This is a
great opportunity to reach many people over this unique
year long tourism event. More detailed information is included on the Website and on the Sponsorship Chart in
this newsletter.

Unearthing a Long-Forgotten Town:

Finding the Colonial Port of Joppa
By: Adam Fracchia, Jim Gibb, and Lyle Garitty
One hot and humid August day over three hundred years since the town’s founding, a
student found the old Port of Joppa which had long since faded into history. Virginia Ches
looked on from her home, known as the Rumsey Mansion, the only extant building from
that period. As the student slowly scraped soil away, removing oyster shell and pieces of
pottery dating to before George Washington was born, she exposed a line of handmade
brick, three courses wide set-in mortar. Further excavation uncovered bottle glass and
buttons and the edges of an intact wall. It was a feature, the foundation of one of the
original buildings of Joppa.
As more and more buckets of soil were lifted out of the excavation unit and carefully screened, students discovered
a wide assortment of artifacts and a brick floor. The team had found the remains of a building with a brick cellar, yet
as always happens, the structure was found at the end of the season and could not be explored further.
It would be hard to believe that so much lies under the green lawns stretching to the
wooded shoreline and that this now quiet, idyllic landscape could have been so busy
once upon a time. Merchants, farmers, civil officials, indentured servants, and enslaved
peoples once lived and worked in and around the surrounding area. Joppa was one of a
group of towns—many merely paper towns—that were established in response to
Queen Anne's 1705 decree to increase the number of towns or ports in the Colony of
Virginia to facilitate the shipping of tobacco to England. The Colony of Maryland followed
suit in 1706. In 1709, Col. James Maxwell, received authorization to build a courthouse
at Joppa for the sum of 125,000 pounds of tobacco, payable in three installments, and an
additional 600 pounds for the lot. A jail was later authorized.
(Watch for the Anthology’s release in January 2023 for the rest of the story)
Harford 250 Mission Statement
The Harford 250 Project will contribute to a better understanding of who we are, where we came from and where
we are headed. By engaging county residents, we will help them continue to shape our county, unite our residents
and recognize the common bonds that we share.
Vision Statement
The Harford 250 Project will inspire county residents by educating, engaging and uniting them in a celebration of the
county’s past and in seeking a positive pathway to its future.
Objectives
• Celebrate Harford County’s unique history and resources
•

Increase the sense of shared identity for area citizens

•

Collect Twentieth Century stories and history for future generations

•

Promote tourism at local museums, institutions and area attractions

•

Develop interest and engagement in a positive direction for the future of the county

Harford 250 Steering Committee
Chair: Carol Deibel

Co-Chair: Jackie Seneschal

Arts & Entertainment Liaison –
• Chris Potts – cpstory@aol.com
• Kelly Jara – kajara@harfordcountymd.gov
Memoir –
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net
Grants and Fundraising • Arden McClune –ardenbeachlvr@verizon.net
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstreetdesign.net
• Charles Castoro – development@harfordhistory.org
Newsletter and Website • Bill Walden bill@mainstdesign.net
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net

Trivia Answers
1. 1925
2. Harford Chemical Works replaced Harford Furnace or
what became known as Fair Meadows, built by
Clement Dietrich on Creswell Road (MD 543).
3. Martha Furnace
4. Agriculture to recue acidity or sweeten soil; Hominy;
Iron making; mortar; soap making; tanning; and
whitewash

County Liaison –
• Jacob Bensen – jmbensen@harfordcountymd.gov
• Matthew Scales—matthew@visitharford.com
• Stephanie Soder— ssoder@harfordcountymd.gov
Municipal Liaison –
• Jenny Falcone – jenny@downtownbelair.com
• Patti Parker – pparker@belairmd.org
• Lauri Orzewicz—laurio@havredegracemd.gov

Museum Liaison –
• C. John Sullivan, Jr. – jsullivans@verizon.net
• Iris Barnes – iris.l.barnes@gmail.com
• Julie Mancine – jmancine@harford.edu
Business Liaison –
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstdesign.net
• Stephanie McKaughan - S.mckaughan@gmail.com

Harford County has always lain in the main
stream of national life.
In a sense, its history is the record of our
country, reduced in scale.
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