June 2022

Harford Heritage News
250th Anniversary of Founding of Harford County—March 2023 to March 2024
200th Anniversary of Layfette’s Tour of America— 2024

General Meeting—June 9, 2022, 7 PM In-Person & Virtual Meeting

In this issue:

Harford County Administration Building, 220 S. Main St., Bel Air, MD
First floor conference room
Registration: www.harford250.org/events. Video link provided to registered participants.

Sponsorships

The Steering Committee will discuss the status of the project to date and how you can be a
part of this celebration. The remainder of the meeting will focus on the plans of individual
groups, organizations, businesses and others during 2023 and how to assure a successful
and exciting year-long celebration.

Events and Mission

Local

Stories

Committee

Contacts

The opening event will be held March 31 and April 1, 2023 and will highlight county history over the last 250 years.
This will be followed by a fall event at Ripken Stadium focusing on the history of sports and sports figures in Harford.
The final event will celebrate the County’s future. Throughout this year we hope to encourage local organizations,
businesses, museums, parade organizers and others to plan their events to focus on the County’s 250th anniversary.
If you would like to learn more about this effort, to become involved as a volunteer, or to share ideas or plans for the
anniversary celebration, please register at www.harford250.org/events. This will be a hybrid event, so you may
attend in person or select to attend virtually when you submit your registration.

Website Update – www.harford250.org
If you haven’t visited our website recently, we encourage you to take a few minutes to check it out. You will find our
Countdown Clock ticking away towards the Opening event; newsletters tracking our progress and
offering some fascinating reading in the monthly memoirs and trivia departments; information
about countywide event along with space to publicize your events; information on volunteer
opportunities and sponsorship opportunities.
Start adding your organization’s planned events to the website event calendar. This allows people
to become familiar with it and routinely check in to learn about events throughout the county.
There is no charge to post your event. The website address is www.harford250.org.

Trivia Questions

(Answers on page 5)

1. What did Dr. Howard Kelly name his Bel Air Summer cottage?
2. How long was the race track in Havre de Grace that opened August 24, 1912 and later nicknamed "The Graw"?
3. In what month and year did the Havre de Grace fireworks factory on Chapel Road explode, killing the owner James Archie Fabrizio and one other?
4. From 1920 to 1953, what congregation worshipped from a frame, barracks-like structure that had been moved
from Aberdeen Proving Ground to Roosevelt Avenue?

Who Are These People? Ernest Burke
Born in 1924 and raised in Havre de Grace, Ernest Burke enlisted in the first Black
unit of the U.S. Marines at age 18. He earned a medal as a sharp shooter during
World War II. He began playing baseball seriously as a member of the Marines
Black Baseball Team and friends encouraged him to apply to the Negro League
after the War. He began playing for the Baltimore Elites in 1947 as a pitcher. After
baseball, he worked as an equipment tester for Knox Construction Company, cared
for his grandson who suffered from juvenile diabetes, taught tennis in area clubs
throughout the metropolitan area and became a motivational speaker at schools
and colleges receiving numerous awards and becoming the subject of TV appearances, newspaper and magazine articles.

To learn more about the other county heroes listed on our sponsorship program, visit the Harford 250 website.

New Sponsorship Levels
Announced
The Steering Committee has approved two additional
sponsorship levels—Environmentalist Kate Lord for $5,000
and Commodore John Rodgers for $1,000. These provide
additional options for recognition of contributions to support
Harford 250. For more information about becoming a
sponsor, email Harford250@harfordhistory.org.

Welcome to the Newest Sponsors!

The Bata Shoe Company
By Larry Carmichael
The year was 1932. Tomas Bata, Sr., founder of Bata
Shoe Company in Czechoslovakia, realized trouble lay
ahead. Hitler’s rise to power in Germany did not bode
well for European companies. In that year, he directed
his staff to look for locations in the west to move the
operations of his international shoe manufacturing
company. Bata’s son Tomas Bata, Jr. and his halfbrother, Jan came to the United States that year and
selected Belcamp in Harford County, Maryland as the
site for this new international headquarters and major
manufacturing facility. They liked the area’s central
location in the Middle Atlantic region and purchased
2,000 acres on the shores of the Bush River that included a historic farm and home known as Sophia’s Dairy.
Sophia’s Dairy dates back to colonial Harford County. Aquilla Hall one of the signers of the Bush Declaration, built
the two-story brick, Georgian house and occupied the property just off what is now Route 40. The house is the
oldest remaining brick house in Harford County. In 1939, when the first Czech employees migrated to Belcamp,
Sophia’s Dairy was used as a temporary dormitory for single men and women. The basement was converted to a
cafeteria for the workers who could easily walk from the factory to Sophia’s Dairy.

Czechoslovakia was a dangerous place to be in 1939 and many of the workers risked much to leave the country and
relocate to the United States, leaving home, family and the only life they had ever known to escape the Nazi
takeover of their country. Their journey was made even more difficult by area labor unions, competitors and the U.S.
government who worked to prevent the company from bringing workers from Czechoslovakia to Belcamp. The
controversy played out over a period of six to eight months until, finally, Harford County Government and U.S.
Senator Millard Tydings, arranged for 25 Czech citizens to work at the facility. Some other Czech employees were
able to stay due to joint or U.S. citizenship.
This was a very stressful period for the 100 workers who fled Czechoslovakia under Nazi rule and came to America
by ship to start a new life. The unfortunate 70 workers held in New York harbor who were not allowed to stay,
relocated again to Bata facilities in Canada, Central and South America. With the immigration controversy behind
them, Bata slowly started to grow its workforce – some 650 American workers by 1940 – and shipped their first
shoes internationally in January 1940.

Watch for the Anthology’s release in
January 2023 for the rest of the story.

Upcoming Local Events— Sponsoring organizations may promote one event per month in the newsletter.
Email: harford250@harfordhistory.org for more information. Deadline: Last day of the month.
Sponsorships are available at several levels. This is a great opportunity to reach many people over this unique year
long tourism event. More detailed information is included on the Website and on the Sponsorship Chart in this
newsletter.

Harford 250 Mission Statement
The Harford 250 Project will contribute to a better understanding of who we are, where we came from and where
we are headed. By engaging county residents, we will help them continue to shape our county, unite our residents
and recognize the common bonds that we share.
Vision Statement
The Harford 250 Project will inspire county residents by educating, engaging and uniting them in a celebration of the
county’s past and in seeking a positive pathway to its future.
Objectives
• Celebrate Harford County’s unique history and resources
•

Increase the sense of shared identity for area citizens

•

Collect Twentieth Century stories and history for future generations

•

Promote tourism at local museums, institutions and area attractions

•

Develop interest and engagement in a positive direction for the future of the county

Harford 250 Steering Committee
Chair: Carol Deibel

Co-Chair: Jackie Seneschal

Arts & Entertainment Liaison –
• Chris Potts – cpstory@aol.com
• Kelly Jara – kajara@harfordcountymd.gov
Memoir –
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net
Grants and Fundraising • Arden McClune –ardenbeachlvr@verizon.net
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstreetdesign.net
• Charles Castoro – development@harfordhistory.org
Newsletter and Website • Bill Walden bill@mainstdesign.net
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net

Trivia Answers

County Liaison –
• Jacob Bensen – jmbensen@harfordcountymd.gov
• Matthew Scales—matthew@visitharford.com
• Stephanie Soder— ssoder@harfordcountymd.gov
Municipal Liaison –
• Jenny Falcone – jenny@downtownbelair.com
• Patti Parker – pparker@belairmd.org
• Lauri Orzewicz—laurio@havredegracemd.gov

Museum Liaison –
• C. John Sullivan, Jr. – jsullivans@verizon.net
• Iris Barnes – iris.l.barnes@gmail.com
• Julie Mancine – jmancine@harford.edu
Business Liaison –
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstdesign.net
• Stephanie McKaughan - S.mckaughan@gmail.com

1. Liriodendron
2. A "cuppy" 1 mile

Harford County has always lain in the main
stream of national life.

3. February (9), 1960

In a sense, its history is the record of our
country, reduced in scale.

4. St. Joan of Arc

Senator William S. James
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