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Harford Heritage News
250th Anniversary of Founding of Harford County—March 2023 to March 2024
200th Anniversary of Layfette’s Tour of America— 2024

General Meeting Highlights
The June 9 meeting hosted by the Steering Committee included planning for the three signature events and ongoing activities; discussions of events planned by participating organizations, adding events to the website; and sponsorship opportunities. The next general
meeting is planned for the Fall of 2022. Visit the Harford 250 website and view the Power
Point presentation to learn more.
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Visit Harford 250 at the Harford Farm Fair
Harford 250 will be represented at the Equestrian Center July 25-30 by volunteers from a number of the sponsoring
organizations. The booth will provide the general public a chance to learn about the Harford 250 celebration and
the activities planned for the Celebration Year. The Liriodendron Foundation, Steppingstone Museum, the City of
Havre de Grace, the Archeological Society of the Northern Chesapeake, and the Historical Society of Harford County
will be among the sponsoring organizations providing volunteer staff. O’Neill Enterprises has graciously provided
the vendor space. To volunteer to help staff the booth, email harford250@harfordhistory.org.

Website Update – www.harford250.org
A downloadable Harford 250 logo is available on the website for any organization planning to sponsor/hold an associated event during the celebratory year.
Visit the “events page” and add events your organization is planning now and in the future. This shared calendar can
get word out to the widest audience possible, both now and throughout the celebration year.
The “Now and Then” section of the website is under construction. It will include photos of Harford sites as they once
were and as they appear today. f you have photos of sites from the past and what the sites look like today that you
would like to share, send them to harford250@harfordhistory.org.

Trivia Questions

(Answers on page 6)

1. Did you know Harford County has Maryland’s second highest free-falling waterfall! What is its name?
2. The Harford Drive-In opened in 1953 but closed and was demolished in 1973. Where was it located?
3. In what year was the surviving covered bridge in Harford County, the Jericho Covered Bridge across Little Gunpowder Falls, built?
4. What town in Harford County was the epicenter for an earthquake that lasted for almost 24 minutes and had a
magnitude of 3.3 back in March of 1883?

Harford 250 Events Planned by Local Organizations
•

The Susquehanna Symphony orchestra is planning a major concert telling the history of Harford County in music.
Some pieces are well-known pieces and a few are specifically composed for the Harford 250 celebration.

•

The Italian American Business Club is planning Maryland’s largest Italian Festival to coincide with Harford 250.
This will be held at The Equestrian Center in Bel Air on September 29 – October 1, 2023.

•

The Northern Chesapeake Archeological Society will be conducting “digs” in Joppa that will allow the general
public to participate in various ways and learn more about the archeological treasures of Harford.

•

Harford Cable Network will be assisting with Oral Histories at the opening event, documenting some of the
events for posterity and helping with project marketing.

•

The Harford County Chamber of Commerce and Visit Harford are partnering with Harford 250 to develop a
virtual “trading card” game that highlights local attractions and businesses.

•

The Harford County Planning Department is developing a series of story maps that will graphically share the
many stories of Harford.

•

The Historical Society of Harford County is developing a Trivia program, speakers’ series and commemorative
book for the year. A new museum of Harford’s history is under construction and is planned to open in time for
the 250th celebration.

Kim Waters, Honorary Chair, Celebration of Community
The Opening Event Committee announces that Harford County native and chart-topping saxophonist Kim Waters is the Honorary Chair of the March 31—April 1 Celebration of Community at the
HCC APGFCU Arena. A graduate of C. Milton Wright High School, who attended Harford Community College, Waters is described as “Simply one of the planet’s best saxophonists” by JazzTimes
Magazine and the “Pied Piper of Smooth Jazz” by Upscale Magazine.

Who Are These People? J. Alexis Shriver—$10,000 Sponsorship Level
Shriver owned Olney Farm in Joppa. He had an uncanny gift for recognizing
promising new technologies. Shriver started Harford’s first phone company in his
home on Old Joppa Road, eventually selling this company to C & P Telephone
Company. He then went on to start Harford’s first electric company and a
municipal water company, all while researching and writing pamphlets for the
U.S. Commerce Department on various agricultural subjects and running a 264acre farm. His love of history led him to serve as President of the Historical
Society of Harford County for many years, to author two books: Washington’s
Trips Through Maryland and Lafayette in Harford County, and to start the
Maryland Roadside Historical Marker Program.
To learn more about the other county heroes listed on our sponsorship program, visit the Harford 250 website.

Meet Our Business Sponsors
We are pleased to report that we have passed the half-way mark in the fundraising initiative for Harford 250, but we
still need your help. Sponsorship information is included in the newsletter and on the website. Steering Committee
members are available to make presentations explaining the project and sponsorship opportunities. If your group or
organization would be interested in helping, please contact us at harford250@harfordhistory.org and a representative will contact you to assist in any way possible.
We are proud to recognize these businesses among our many sponsors.

In 1980, Aimee O'Neill joined with her father, John H.
O'Neill, as partner in his multi-faceted business activities
in Harford County. After 40 years, Aimee continues to
provide capable, knowledgeable and compassionate service to the people of Harford County and its environs, in the rich tradition of her father, grandfather and greatgrandfather; as real estate professional, appraiser, auctioneer, accountant, AG business consultant and member of
community service organizations.

Bill Walden and his team at Main St. Design have been creating print and website design for clients for more than 30
years. We attribute our longevity to our talented staff of designers, developers,
and marketing professionals. Together, we can help you succeed. We have experience in multiple industries and are able to make recommendations that we
know will support business growth and help meet your business goals.

At The Kelly Group, we aim to build a better community, individual by individual. We see ourselves in the same light as Norman Rockwell’s small-town doctor
— helping to take care of our neighbors and community through the chapters
of their lives, from the first years to the golden years and lots in between. Combining everyday values and today’s technology, we provide you and your family
with guidance, perspectives and solutions to support you in reaching your goals.

“Our mission is to set the standard of excellence and integrity in the remodeling

profession. Enhancing lives by providing unequaled service.” Bel Air Construction
was founded in 1981 by owner Michael Watts. Michael and his team accomplish
this vision by focusing on superior craftsmanship and outstanding client
experience. Along the way, Bel Air Construction’s commitment to quality has
earned the team numerous industry awards including the most prestigious Remodeling’s Big 50 and Qualified Remodeler’s Top 500 among many other awards.

Havre de Grace Decoy Museum
By Richard W. Flint

Lou Klair, Bob McGaw, R. Madison Mitchell, and Paul Gibson
sit around the wood stove in Bob McGaw’s decoy shop
and have one of their many discussions.

The idea for the Havre de Grace Decoy Museum began in 1981 when local paint store owner Donald Asher suggested to local businessman Allen Fair and Mitch Shank, grandson of R. Madison Mitchell, that it might be a good idea to
set up a museum to promote the tradition and heritage of waterfowl carving and hunting on the Susquehanna Flats.
Excited, the trio then contacted local decoy carver Jimmy Pierce who agreed to participate in the effort.
The group quickly identified a prime site (owned by the city) for the future Havre de Grace Decoy Museum on which
sat the derelict and vine-covered former heating plant and swimming pool of the Old Bayou Hotel. To raise money,
they decided to organize a decoy show and approached the Havre de Grace Chamber of Commerce for help with the
first show in May 1982. R. Madison Mitchell, the 81-year-old dean of Upper Bay decoy carvers, served as the honorary chairman. With the first decoy show’s success, the City of Havre de Grace agreed to lease the property to the
museum organizers.
The popular movement to build a museum was growing but funds were dwindling. The organizers turned to State
Delegate Eileen Rehrmann, Delegate Bill Cox, and State Senator Catherine Riley for support, but the strongest lobbyist was stalwart supporter R. Madison Mitchell who testified before the State Appropriations Committee in the State
House of Delegates and again before the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee to secure State funding for the
Museum.
In 1985, the Mayor and City Council of Havre de Grace, clearly proud of their annual decoy festival, future museum
idea, and all the attention that it was bringing to the community, formally proclaimed Havre de Grace as the “Decoy
Capital of the World”. Finally, after a great deal of effort, on November 2, 1986, R. Madison Mitchell cut the ribbon
to open the newly named Havre de Grace Decoy Museum.
Watch for the Anthology’s release in
January 2023 for the rest of the story.

Upcoming Local Events— Sponsoring organizations may promote one event per month in the newsletter.
Email: harford250@harfordhistory.org for more information. Deadline: Last day of the month.
Sponsorships are available at several levels. This is a great opportunity to reach many people over this unique year
long tourism event. More detailed information is included in the Sponsorship Chart available on the Website.

Harford 250 Mission
Statement
The Harford 250 Project will contribute to a better understanding of who we are, where we came from, and where
we are headed. By engaging county residents, we will help them continue to shape our county, unite our residents,
and recognize the common bonds that we share.
Vision Statement
The Harford 250 Project will inspire county residents by educating, engaging and uniting them in a celebration of the
county’s past and in seeking a positive pathway to its future.
Objectives
• Celebrate Harford County’s unique history and resources
•

Increase the sense of shared identity for area citizens

•

Collect Twentieth Century stories and history for future generations

•

Promote tourism at local museums, institutions and area attractions

•

Develop interest and engagement in a positive direction for the future of the county

Harford 250 Steering Committee
Chair: Carol Deibel

Co-Chair: Jackie Seneschal

Arts & Entertainment Liaison –
• Chris Potts – directorhshc@harfordhistory.org
• Kelly Jara – kajara@harfordcountymd.gov
Memoir –
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net
Grants and Fundraising • Arden McClune –ardenbeachlvr@verizon.net
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstreetdesign.net
• Charles Castoro – development@harfordhistory.org
Newsletter and Website • Bill Walden bill@mainstdesign.net
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net

Trivia Answers

County Liaison –
• Jacob Bensen – jmbensen@harfordcountymd.gov
• Matthew Scales—matthew@visitharford.com
• Stephanie Soder— ssoder@harfordcountymd.gov
Municipal Liaison –
• Jenny Falcone – jenny@downtownbelair.com
• Angela Robertson – arobertson@belairmd.org
• Lauri Orzewicz—laurio@havredegracemd.gov

Museum Liaison –
• C. John Sullivan, Jr. – jsullivans@verizon.net
• Iris Barnes – iris.l.barnes@gmail.com
• Julie Mancine – jmancine@harford.edu
Business Liaison –
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstdesign.net
• Stephanie McKaughan - S.mckaughan@gmail.com

1. Falling Branch (also named Kilgore Falls).
2. Aberdeen (820 West Bel Air Avenue)

Harford County has always lain in the main
stream of national life.

3. 1865

In a sense, its history is the record of our
country, reduced in scale.

4. Fallston

Senator William S. James
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