September 2022

Harford Heritage News
250th Anniversary of Founding of Harford County—March 2023 to March 2024
200th Anniversary of Layfette’s Tour of America— 2024
Trivia

Come See Us
Want to learn more about Harford 250? Join us at one of the many local Fall Festivals
listed here. Volunteers will offer information about next year’s celebration; providing
handouts, prizes, and a chance to vote on your favorite slogan for the upcoming Public Art
contest. If you would like the Harford 250 booth to participate in an event, email the
request and contact information to harford250@harfordhistory.org.
The Booth is traveling to the following locations in September.
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Events and Mission
Committee

•

Friday, September 2, 5 – 9:30pm - Havre de Grace First Friday, 450 Pennington Ave., Havre de Grace

•

Saturday, September 10, 3 – 8pm – Second Saturday Aberdeen, 34 N. Philadelphia Blvd., Aberdeen

•

Wednesday, September 14, 7 pm – Living History Performance, Reckord Armory, Main St., Bel Air

Contacts

•

Friday, September 16, 6:30—9 pm – Plein Air Festival,
Reckord Armory, Main St., Bel Air
•

Saturday & Sunday, September 24 -25 , 11am—4 pm –
Steppingstone Fall Harvest Festival, 461 Quaker Bottom Road,
Havre de Grace

Public Art Contest
As part of the Harford 250 Celebration, we are planning a public
art piece that will be unveiled at the March 2024 Closing Event.
To make this a collaborative project, the committee is seeking
your help in choosing the theme for the public art piece.
County residents may vote on their favorite theme on the
Harford 250 Celebration website, or at one of the traveling
booths sponsored by the Harford 250 committee.
Voters have the option to enter to win tickets to the Harford 250
Night at the Stadium to see an Ironbirds game, displays about
Sports in Harford over the years, and a fireworks show.
Vote Now! - Click on the poster to the left.

Trivia Questions

(Answers on page 6)

1. Before Best Buy, there was a popular hangout in the lot behind the Harford Mall. What was it called?
2. What was the name of the farm in northern Harford County that Lafayette’s troops camped at on their way to
Yorktown?
3. Thurgood Marshall represented a local Black student in his fight to enroll at Aberdeen High School in the 1960s.
Who was that student?
4. Name the department store that was situated on Main Street in Bel Air just south of the old Hirsch’s Men’s
Store.

Media Presence
If you haven’t checked us out lately, you are in for a welcome surprise. The Harford Heritage website,
www.harford250.org now includes a series of Past and Present photos that are sure to bring a smile or maybe in
some cases a grimace. If you would like to join in the fun, feel free to send in your own Past and Present photos for
possible inclusion.
The site also has a connection to the Public Art contest allowing visitors to vote on their favorite topic and possibly
win tickets to an Ironbirds game.
Additionally, the Harford 250 Facebook Page is now up and running. Visit our page to follow our progress and to
share your ideas and photos.

Who Are These People? Alfred B. Hilton —$2,500 Sponsorship Level
Hilton was one of only two Harford County Civil War soldiers and the only native of the county to receive the Medal of Honor. Born free on his family’s Gravel Hill Road farm, he lived there until he enlisted, along with two brothers, in Company H, 4th U.S. Colored Troops in August 1863.
In September 1864, in order to draw Gen. Robert E. Lee's
attention from a movement against the Southside
Railroad , Lieut. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant ordered a
diversionary attack against the Confederate fortifications
around Richmond. During that attack, Sergeant Hilton
was mortally wounded at the Battle of New Market
Heights. When enemy fire shattered his leg, he was
carrying the American flag as part of the unit’s color
guard.
While calling out “Boys, save the colors,” he handed the
flag to fellow soldiers before it touched the ground.
Sergeant Hilton died of his wounds a month later at Fort
Monroe in a segregated hospital.
To learn more about the other county heroes listed on our
sponsorship program, visit the Harford 250 website.

Plans, Programs and Presentations
Opening event, Commemorating 250 Years of Community, March 31-April 1, 2023
The opening event is a two-day celebration of communities and the arts held at the Arena at Harford Community
College. Friday evening opens with a visit from Kim Waters, honorary chair of the event, along with jazz band
performances and displays by communities, museums, and attractions from around the county. Saturday is a familyoriented event with performances by local talent and display of historic fire and emergency equipment.

Mid-Year Event, The History of Sports in Harford County, Saturday, August 19, 2023
The History of Sports committee is organizing a promotional night at Ripken Stadium. Plans include “Harford 250
Night at the Ballpark” – prime time for baseball, hotdogs and summer fireworks along with displays highlighting the
many sports and sports personalities that made life in Harford so entertaining over the past decades. If you would
like to join the sports event planning team, contact Chris Potts at DirectorHSHC@harfordhistory.org – no tryouts and
everybody gets to play!

Finale, Celebrating Tomorrow, March 23, 2024
The Finale Committee is excited to announce that Saturday, March 23 is the date of the closing celebration. The
Committee is planning to speak with the high school student governments to choose something (creative or
otherwise) that represents their school community for placing in the time capsule.

Volunteers Needed— Outreach and Marketing
The Outreach & Marketing Committee is organizing to ramp up the excitement around Harford 250. If you would like
to help with this part of the effort, email harford250@harfordhistory.org.

Harford 250 Speakers and Sponsorships
If you or your organization are interested in learning more about becoming a sponsor or would like to have someone
from the Steering Committee visit your group or business to provide a presentation about this project, please contact us at Harford250@harfordhistory.org.
Sponsorships are available at several levels. This is a great opportunity to reach many people over this unique yearlong tourism event. More detailed information is included on the website www.harford250.org.

Memoir Project Update
Final editing is nearing completion. Our next step is to design the book’s cover and work with a publisher to finalize
printing of the book. We expect to release the book early in 2023. All authors and sponsors will be notified when the
publication is completed. If you wish to reserve a copy, please email harford250@harfordhistory.org,
This month’s story describes the early days of the Harford County library and the adventures of the bookmobile librarians. How things have changed! We hope this whets your appetite for the rest of the story.

Dorothy (Marvin) Glackin Makes her Mark
The County Library’s Early Days
By Susan Glackin Miller
Dorothy Marvin (the future Mrs. Paul Glackin) arrived in Harford County via train from New Jersey to interview for
the job of Children’s Librarian for the Harford County Library in July 1947. She was met at the station by William
James and Mrs. Brodnax Cameron, trustees. On her return home, she was very impressed when future Senator
James took her to Havre de Grace where the train made a special stop to pick up Senator Millard Tydings. In a twist
of fate, six months later she became Head Librarian of the Harford County Library. At that time, it is believed she, at
21 years old, was the youngest administrator of a county system in the United States.
Mrs. Cameron had been instrumental in securing the Methodist
Church building where Miss Marvin instituted the summer reading
programs, art shows, a museum case, “First Fridays” and housed
the infamous bookmobile. She has many bookmobile tales,
including the time her employee and friend, Anna Fehl, rolled it
over, came back to the library and quit, saying she was better suited to work in Baltimore City. The “First Friday” speaker series
were extremely popular and well attended. They resulted in the
founding of the Harford County Ornithological Society and the
Harford County Mental Health Association.
Dorothy would say that she held “the best job in the world.” She
visited all the county schools, including many one and two room
school buildings at the time bringing books for the students. She
has been credited with setting up school libraries as well as holding “Book Fairs” in the schools so children would
have books in their homes. Dorothy also worked with store owners to provide a shelf which she stocked with books,
calling them “The Little Libraries” in local grocery stores throughout the county so rural residents could have access
to books easily when they shopped.
When the pigeon population was getting out of hand in the old church, she organized a “pigeon bagging party” to rid
the building of that nuisance. Once, when a basement space heater caught fire, she called the fire department to
come “quietly” to put it out. Another favorite library story was the time she had gone to a home to retrieve overdue
books. The mother was in the hospital. While Dorothy was searching for the books, she found the two children in
the bedroom trying to build a bonfire. She put out the fire, spanked the children and brought back not two but
twenty overdue books.

Watch for the release of the complete memoir book In Their Own Words: Harford in the 20th Century Stories

January 2023

Upcoming Local Events— Sponsoring organizations may promote one event per month in the newsletter.
Email: harford250@harfordhistory.org for more information. Deadline: Last day of the month.
Sponsorships are available at several levels. This is a great opportunity to reach many people over this unique year
long tourism event. More detailed information is included in the Sponsorship Chart available on the Website.

Harford 250 Mission
The Harford 250 Project will contribute to a better understanding of who we are, where we came from, and where
we are headed. By engaging county residents, we will help them continue to shape our county, unite our residents,
and recognize the common bonds that we share.
Vision Statement
The Harford 250 Project will inspire county residents by educating, engaging and uniting them in a celebration of the
county’s past and in seeking a positive pathway to its future.
Objectives
• Celebrate Harford County’s unique history and resources
•

Increase the sense of shared identity for area citizens

•

Collect Twentieth Century stories and history for future generations

•

Promote tourism at local museums, institutions and area attractions

•

Develop interest and engagement in a positive direction for the future of the county

Harford 250 Steering Committee
Chair: Carol Deibel

Co-Chair: Jackie Seneschal

Arts & Entertainment Liaison –
• Chris Potts – directorhshc@harfordhistory.org
• Kelly Jara – kajara@harfordcountymd.gov
Memoir –
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net
Grants and Fundraising • Arden McClune –ardenbeachlvr@verizon.net
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstreetdesign.net
• Charles Castoro – development@harfordhistory.org
Newsletter and Website • Bill Walden bill@mainstdesign.net
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net

Trivia Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.

County Liaison –
• Jacob Bensen – jmbensen@harfordcountymd.gov
• Matthew Scales—matthew@visitharford.com
• Stephanie Soder— ssoder@harfordcountymd.gov
Municipal Liaison –
• Jenny Falcone – jenny@downtownbelair.com
• Angela Robertson – arobertson@belairmd.org
• Lauri Orzewicz—laurio@havredegracemd.gov

Museum Liaison –
• C. John Sullivan, Jr. – jsullivans@verizon.net
• Iris Barnes – iris.l.barnes@gmail.com
• Julie Mancine – jmancine@harford.edu
Business Liaison –
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstdesign.net
• Stephanie McKaughan - S.mckaughan@gmail.com

Harford County has always lain in the main
stream of national life.

Skateland
Rigbie Farm
Dwight Pettit
The Hub

In a sense, its history is the record of our
country, reduced in scale.
Senator William S. James
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