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Oh, the Places We Have Been!  
Have you seen the Harford 250 Booth making its way around the county? Volunteers  

have been at Havre de Grace First Friday, Aberdeen Second Saturday, Bel Air Arts Week 

events, Steppingstone Museum’s Fall Festival and the Darlington Apple Festival.             

Volunteers  offer information about next year’s celebration; providing handouts, prizes, 

and a chance to vote on your favorite slogan for the upcoming Public Art contest.  If you 

would like the Harford 250 booth to participate in an event, email the request and contact 

information to harford250@harfordhistory.org.   

Public Art Voting Continues 
Over 500 county residents have already voted for their favorite 

theme for Harford 250’s public art piece on the Harford 250  

website, or at the Harford 250 traveling booth.  

Invite your friends and family to cast a vote in the survey to 

choose its theme. Voters have the option to enter to win tickets 

to the Harford 250 Night at the Stadium to see an Ironbirds 

game, displays about Sports in Harford over the years, and a  

fireworks show.   

Vote Now! - Click on the poster to the left. 

Trivia Questions 
1. When (month and year) did the Havre de Grace fireworks  

factory on Chapel Road explode, killing the owner James 

Archie Fabrizio and one other? 

2. From 1920 to 1953, what congregation worshipped from a 

frame, barracks-like structure that had been moved from   

Aberdeen Proving Ground to Roosevelt Avenue? 

3.  Harford Community College officially opened in 1964 and was 

called by what name? 

4. One of Harford County’s largest employers, is situated on 

72,500 acres of land, water and wetlands.  Do you know its 

name? 
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Commodore John Rodgers, a native of Havre de Grace, 

was a senior naval officer in the United States Navy  

during its formative years. As a senior officer in the 

young American navy, Rodgers played a major role in 

the development of the standards, customs and        

traditions that emerged during this time.   

During the War of 1812 Commodore Rodgers fired the 

first shot of the war aboard his flagship, USS President. 

During the same war Havre de Grace was attacked  and 

burned by Admiral Cockburn. Commodore Rodgers also 

played a leading role in the recapture of Washington 

D.C. after the capital was burned by the British.  

Later in his career he headed the Board of Navy      

Commissioners, and served briefly as Secretary of the 

Navy. 

To learn more about the other county heroes listed on our sponsorship program, visit the Harford 250 website. 

 

Who Are These People?  John Rodgers —$1,000 Sponsorship Level 

Be a Part of Harford 250 

There are many ways you can participate in the coming year’s celebration.  Here are just a few: 

Harford Showcase  – March 31/April 1, 2023 – All non- profits are invited to submit an application to have a booth 

at the opening event. Space is limited to 40 booths so you are encouraged to submit your application early.  For 

more details visit our website www.harford250.org or email us at harford250@harfordhistory.org. There is no cost 

for the booth.  However, allocation will be done on a first come basis with non-profit groups who have volunteered 

for 60 hours or become $500 sponsors of the event receiving the first spot allocations. 

Sports  Event – August 19, 2023 – The county’s sports history will be celebrated at this August event at Ripken     

Stadium. Tables will be available for area sports organizations to tell their story, highlight their contributions to 

county history and share information about upcoming programs.  Visit our website for more details and an            

application to be part of this exciting event.   

Other opportunities – Develop programs to be held during the county’s anniversary year.  Celebrate our shared   

history.  Examples of some programs currently under consideration include a speakers’ series, concerts with county 

history themes, history-themed parades, dramatic presentations based on oral histories.  The Steering Committee is 

collecting information about all planned events and will publicize them on our website throughout the year.  Submit 

your events to www.harford250.org/events. 

http://www.harford250.org
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Plans, Programs and Presentations 

Harford Showcase, Commemorating 250 Years of Community, March 31-April 1, 2023 

Plan to join us on Friday , March 31, 2023 at the Arena at Harford Community College for the county’s kick-off cele-
bration of Harford’s 250th anniversary.  Harford’s own, jazz musician, Kim Waters, will open the event, promising a 
full evening of entertainment, displays by forty area destinations and nonprofit organizations, a unique art show   
focusing on Harford’s historical places and people, refreshments and more.  On Saturday, April 1st, the fun will con-
tinue with indoor and outdoor displays, and continuous entertainment.  

Mid-Year Event, The History of Sports in Harford County, Saturday, August 19, 2023 

Sports have always been a major element of Harford County life. Consider the wide range of activities that are part 

of the county’s current and past history – horse racing, jousting, polo, baseball, football, soccer, lacrosse, wrestling, 

boxing, fishing hunting, boating and so much more.  On Saturday, August 19, 2023, we will celebrate this great 

sporting tradition at Ripken Stadium with a parade of athletes including our youngest members, displays from      

various sport groups telling the history of their sport, an Ironbirds game, fireworks and much more.   This is one 

event you won’t want to miss. 

Finale, Celebrating Tomorrow, March 23, 2024 

The year-long celebration will end on Saturday, March 23, 2023 with a tribute to the younger generation. It will          

include a time capsule ceremony, complete with items submitted by area students, the unveiling of a public art 

piece, musical performances and the ringing of the bells – churches, fire houses, the court house will all ring in the 

new era at noon, celebrating the beginning of the next 250 years. 

Volunteers Needed— Outreach and Marketing 

The Outreach & Marketing Committee is organizing to ramp up the excitement around Harford 250. If you would like 
to help with this part of the effort, email harford250@harfordhistory.org.  
 
Harford 250 Speakers and Sponsorships  
If you or your organization are interested in learning more about becoming a sponsor or would like to have someone 
from the Steering Committee visit your group or business to provide a presentation about this project, please       
contact us at Harford250@harfordhistory.org.  
 
Sponsorships are available at several levels. This is a great opportunity to reach many people over this unique,    

yearlong tourism event. More detailed information is included on the website www.harford250.org. 

Memoir Project Update 

The Harford 250 Memoir contains 105 stories submitted by local residents and some former residents.  The book 

cover design is underway and printer selection is expected this month. Once a printer is determined, we will  have a 

better idea of when the publication will be available for distribution.  

This month’s excerpt tells the story of the origins of Courtland Hardware store in Bel Air.  The original store on the 

corner of Courtland Street and S. Main Street, dates to the mid-1900s, when it was purchased by Horace Boarman 

and Gene Graybeal and became known as Courtland Hardware.  The building itself dated to the 1820s and had     

previously been a hotel. The building was demolished in the 1980s when the business moved to its current location 

on Bond Street.  
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Courtland Hardware 
By Bruce Conway 

(Editorial assistance by Jim Chrismer) 
 

 Many longtime residents recall fondly Bel Air’s 

iconic store at Courtland and Main Streets. 

Owned by Horace Boarman and Gene 

Graybeal, it was a unique institution that 

served many purposes.  

Outwardly a source for the usual household 

items associated with the term hardware, 

Courtland’s (or, more casually, Boarman’s or 

Graybeal’s) also served as a center for           

discussion and debate over local and national 

news and politics. Its location across the street 

from the courthouse and a block from the   

Aegis newspaper office contributed to this    

function.  

I first went to work at Courtland in the fall of 

1962 as a senior at Bel Air High School. We younger employees, including Steve and Jim Chrismer, worked after 

school and Saturdays and then through college on school breaks and summers. The older workers tended to be    

retired persons, including teachers and military men. Russell Norris could repair any lawnmower or small engine; 

Liza Cooper came in on Mondays to keep the housewares looking good, and Mrs. Chrismer became the first person 

hired to assume Mr. Boarman’s role as bookkeeper.  

Two particularly unique staff members during my time were George Grove and Charlie Middendorf. “Colonel 

Grove,” a jack of all trades, loved looking out the front window (Jim called it “the world’s largest color television 

set”) to check out passersby and the comings and goings of the town. Mr. Middendorf, technically a “contract    

worker,” was an eccentric, introverted but financially secure bachelor in his 60s with a collection of antique anvils. 

He would stop in on his way to the Sears Package Delivery store across Main Street, pick up the saws left by          

customers to be sharpened and set, and return them in a couple days on his next visit to Sears. In similar fashion, 

Mr. Albert Berry repaired damaged tools, and swapped broken handles with his own hand-hewn replacements. 

Hardware stores are renowned for the variety of customers they draw. Courtland Hardware was classic in that      

regard. From Aberdeen Proving Ground chemists and physicists to sanitation workers and farm workers; from maids 

and homemakers to embarrassed teenaged girls sent by their father to buy a toilet seat or a flat mill file; and from 

lawyers and bankers to a small appliance repairman and a certain pool hall operator. Names can be provided. This 

mix of customers was most evident on Friday and Saturday nights, when Courtland’s, unlike many other stores on 

Main Street, remained open until 9 p.m.   

A guiding principle of Courtland Hardware was that the customer came first. I always remember on my first day how 

Mr. Boarman made it very clear in his somewhat colorful language that our job was to care for the customer. No 

matter what else we were doing or how inconvenient we thought it was, we were to greet everyone and take the 

customers around the store to help them complete their shopping.  Unless it was their preference, at no time were 

customers to be left wandering in wonder.    



location of the available products (“So where are the peavey cant hooks?” or “Where do you keep the dinner    

buckets?”). Near the back wall, a variety of sizes of rope for purchase ascended from coils in the dirt basement 

through holes bored in the floor, to be cut with a hatchet. In the back    corner stood a six-foot-tall revolving bin that 

held all types and sizes of loose nails, priced in increments of a pound. The customer only wanted ten, the customer 

bought only ten. Then there was the floor and table by the paint    mixing and shaker section, emblazoned as it was 

by a colorful variety and shapes of paint spills. 

Just beyond the main floor was “the back room,” where clerks processed newly arrived stock, and put heavy items 

meant for farm or industrial use in a series of sturdy wooden compartments that climbed the outer wall. It was in 

this room that bulk glass was stored and cut (“Do you want that in single or double-strength?”). This area also      

included a block and tackle for lifting heavy or bulk items to a landing on the second level. Lots of fun for teenage 

boys and young men.     

Watch for the release of the complete 

memoir book -  

In Their Own Words: Harford in the 20th 

Century Stories 

January 2023 

Courtland’s building, a two-and-a-half story former 19th-century 

hotel, had a character unto itself that evokes fond memories. Staff 

members, customers, and visitors alike all seem to remember the 

squeaky wooden floor that had to be oiled every few months. And 

there was the brick floor in the housewares area that reflected the 

store’s past history as a showroom for new cars. Upstairs, off the 

main floor, was a large area of open space, created when the walls 

of the former hotel rooms were removed. Here sat overflow stock, 

stoneware crocks, out-of-season merchandise, and bulky items such 

as stove pipe and other large galvanized products. 

The main sales area was a maze of mystery. With its vast array of 

items in scores of nooks and crannies, it challenged customers and 

new employees alike in becoming familiar with the name and  

Gover Hotel operated by the Bissell  

family at Courtland and Main Streets in 

the 1800s 

 



 

Upcoming Local Events— Sponsoring organizations may promote one event per month in the newsletter. 

Email: harford250@harfordhistory.org for more information. Deadline: Last day of the month. 

Sponsorships are available at several levels. This is a great opportunity to reach many people over this unique year 

long tourism event. More detailed information is included in the Sponsorship Chart available on the Website.  

Harford 250 Mission  
 The Harford 250 Project will contribute to a better understanding of who we are, where we came from, and where 
we are headed.  By engaging county residents, we will help them continue to shape our county, unite our residents, 
and recognize the common bonds that we share. 
  

Vision Statement 
The Harford 250 Project will inspire county residents by educating, engaging and uniting them in a celebration of the 
county’s past and in seeking a positive pathway to its future.   
  
 Objectives 
• Celebrate Harford County’s unique history and resources  

• Increase the sense of shared identity for area citizens 

• Collect Twentieth Century stories and history for future generations 

• Promote tourism at local museums, institutions and area attractions  

• Develop interest and engagement in a positive direction for the future of the county 

mailto:harford250@harfordhistory.org


Published by: 

 The Historical Society of Harford County 

 143 N. Main Street 
 Bel Air, MD 21014 

 Ph. 410-838-7691 
 Email: harford250@harfordhistory.org 
 www.harford250.org 
  
 Editors: Carol Deibel and Jackie Seneschal 

County Liaison –  

• Jacob Bensen – jmbensen@harfordcountymd.gov 
• Matthew Scales—matthew@visitharford.com 
• Stephanie Soder— ssoder@harfordcountymd.gov  
  
Municipal Liaison – 

• Jenny Falcone – jenny@downtownbelair.com 
• Angela Robertson – arobertson@belairmd.org 
• Lauri Orzewicz—laurio@havredegracemd.gov  

Museum Liaison –  

• C. John Sullivan, Jr. – jsullivans@verizon.net 
• Iris Barnes – iris.l.barnes@gmail.com 
• Julie Mancine – jmancine@harford.edu  
 
Business Liaison – 

• Bill Walden – bill@mainstdesign.net 
• Stephanie McKaughan - S.mckaughan@gmail.com  
• Diane Sengstacke— diane@selawmd.com  

Arts & Entertainment Liaison –  

• Chris Potts – directorhshc@harfordhistory.org   
• Kelly Jara – kajara@harfordcountymd.gov  

 

Memoir  – 

• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com 
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net 
 
Grants and Fundraising - 

• Arden McClune –ardenbeachlvr@verizon.net 
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstreetdesign.net 
• Charles Castoro – development@harfordhistory.org  
• Jenn Farrell— jfarrell@cfharfordcounty.org  
 
Newsletter and Website - 

• Bill Walden bill@mainstdesign.net 
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com 
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net 

Harford County has always lain in the main 
stream of national life. 

In a sense, its history is the record of our 
country, reduced in scale. 

Senator William S. James 

 

Trivia Answers 
1. February (9), 1960 

2. St. Joan of Arc   

3.  Harford Junior College 

4. Aberdeen Proving Grounds 

 

Harford 250 Steering Committee 
Chair: Carol Deibel  Co-Chair: Jackie Seneschal 
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