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Rooted in History, Lighting the Way to the Future!  
The results of the public art theme vote are in! From September 1 to October 31, 2022 the 

committee conducted a survey to allow the public to choose the theme! Five theme op-

tions were developed that were broad enough to allow for interpretation while reflecting 

the purpose of Harford 250 and community pride.  

The next steps are the determination of a location and a Request for Proposals to identify 

artists interested in creating the piece. The unveiling of the art is planned for March 2024. 

Trivia Questions 
1. The Silver family began commercial fishing operations for 

shad and herring on the Susquehanna as early as 1810.  

When did this commercial fishing enterprise end? 

2. Where was Harford Chemical Works located? 

3. What was the original name of La Grange Furnace in 

Rocks? 

4. There were at least 15 limestone kilns in Harford County.  

Can you name three ways that the lime was used? 

If you are curious about where your choice stood in the final count, here is the vote count: 

• Envisioning Harford’s Future – 36 

• Growing Our Harford Community Together – 66 

• Harford Milestones – 133 

• Rooted in History, Lighting the Way to the Future – 253  

• What Does Your Community Mean to You? – 35 

• Write In – 19 



One month after the 19th Amendment provided women 

with the right to vote, Harford County elected Mary Ri-

steau to the Maryland House of Delegates, the first wom-

an elected to the Maryland House. She went on to be-

come the first woman to serve in the Maryland State Sen-

ate and on the Maryland State Board of Education.  

Her firsts continued when she was elected as the first 

woman delegate to the 1936 Democratic National Con-

vention and to serve as Clerk of the Court in the Third Cir-

cuit Court District in 1937.  

In addition to all of these achievements, Risteau also man-

aged the family farm and earned a law degree from the 

University of Baltimore while serving in the legislature. .  

To learn more about the other county heroes listed on our 

sponsorship program, visit the Harford 250 website. 

 

Who Are These People?  Mary Risteau —$250 Sponsorship Level 

Kristy Breslin to Emcee Harford Showcase Opening  

The WJZ on-air personality is booked to host the Harford Showcase Opening on March 31, 

2023 at the HCC APGFCU Arena, Tickets will go on-sale after January 1, 2023 for what is     

shaping up to be quite a celebration of Harford County. Nonprofit organizations and        

community groups are invited to have displays at both the Friday evening opening and the 

Saturday family events. Applications are available online at https://www.harford250.org/

harford-showcase/.  

Memoir Project Update—In Their Own Words 

Great news! The memoir book -In Their Own Words: Harford in the 20th Century - Stories is complete and at the 

printer. The stories are incredible and truly capture our time in this special place we call home. They cover a huge 

gamut of subjects: places, people, businesses, institutions, government and more. The book includes 105 stories and 

provides a glimpse of the last century and the early part of this one that is sure to bring some smiles and possibly 

some tears. 

The book is currently at the printers and is expected to be completed in the next few weeks.  The cost will be $28. If 

you or someone you know is interested in purchasing a copy, we are now taking reservations at 250celebra-

tion@harfordhistory.org. The book will also be available at the Historical Society and at upcoming Harford 250 

events. 

Photo from the Maryland State Archives 
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‘We Serve’  

A History of the Joppatowne Lions Club 

Lyle Garrity 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Founded in 1917, Lions Clubs International is a global service network of 48,000 clubs numbering over 1.4 million 

volunteers across the globe who strive every day to make a difference in their local communities.   

The Joppatowne Lions Club was organized and sponsored by the 

neighboring Edgewood Lions Club and was officially chartered on 

January 7, 1965. No one today really knows who it was that began 

the effort to bring the internationally recognized Lions Clubs to    

Joppatowne, but prominent among those who led the effort were 

Robert Copenhaver, Frank Tuttle, Mike Litz, Neil Farren, and George 

Kenney, all among the first residents of this new community. It was 

George Kenney who filed the Articles of Incorporation for the new 

Joppatowne Lions Club in November of that year, establishing it as 

an officially recognized business and charity organization.    

The new club began with thirty members on its rolls and the first 

slate of elected officers consisting of, Charles Arment, president; 

John Cox, secretary; and John Deamico, treasurer.  

In the beginning, the club would meet at the homes of its various 

members, eventually choosing the old Lakeside restaurant at the 

intersect on of Mountain Road (Route 152) and Pulaski Highway 

(Route 40) as 

its preferred meeting place. Other area clubs and restaurants 

from time to time were chosen to hold dinner meetings. 

Traditions Take Root 

Among the earliest and most enduring annual events were the 

Christmas tree sale, Breakfast with Santa (a.k.a. pancake 

breakfast) and the bull and oyster roast/Cadillac raffle; the 

Christmas tree sale and Cadillac Raffle were spearheaded by 

Frank Tuttle. Funds raised from these signature events were 

funneled into years-long community programs primarily 

geared toward the betterment of the youth of Joppatowne 

and children throughout the region.  



The Lions sponsor numerous Little League sports teams, including the 

“Pee-Wee” Lions of the old Harford County Pop Warner Football         

Federation who, under the coaching of Lions Donald Sulewski and 

Donald Uhlik, went undefeated in 1968. The club also sponsored pa-

rades  and other athletic activities. For many years the Lions held an 

annual “field day” at the    Foster Branch Park that offered children 

and teens (and early on, adults) a full slate of  physical activities in 

which they  could compete for awards and prizes, ending the day with 

hot dogs,    soda, and ice cream.  

The annual bull and oyster roast and Cadillac raffles are among the 

best known of all legacy Joppatowne Lions Club events,  certainly 

among the most prosperous. Held annually, the combined events 

raised substantial funds used to support various programs and initia-

tives throughout the first twenty-five years of the club’s history. In 

1971, it was none other than Baltimore legend Blaze Starr who picked 

the winning ticket at the annual bull and oyster roast. 

Upcoming Local Events  

Sponsoring non-profit organizations 

may promote one event per month in 

the newsletter. 

Email: harford250@harfordhistory.org 

for more information. Deadline: Last 

day of the month. 

This is a great opportunity to reach 

many people over this unique year-

long tourism event. More details about     

non-profit sponsorship included in the 

Sponsorship Chart available at 

www.harford250.org 
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 Editors: Carol Deibel and Jackie Seneschal 

County Liaison –  

• Jacob Bensen – jmbensen@harfordcountymd.gov 
• Matthew Scales—matthew@visitharford.com 
  
Municipal Liaison – 

• Jenny Falcone – jenny@downtownbelair.com 
• Angela Robertson – arobertson@belairmd.org 
• Lauri Orzewicz—laurio@havredegracemd.gov  

Museum Liaison –  

• C. John Sullivan, Jr. – jsullivans@verizon.net 
• Iris Barnes – iris.l.barnes@gmail.com 
• Julie Mancine – jmancine@harford.edu  
 

Business Liaison – 

• Bill Walden – bill@mainstdesign.net 
• Stephanie McKaughan - S.mckaughan@gmail.com  
• Diane Sengstacke— diane@selawmd.com  

Arts & Entertainment Liaison –  

• Chris Potts – directorhshc@harfordhistory.org   
• Kelly Jara – kajara@harfordcountymd.gov  

 

Memoir  – 

• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com 
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net 
 

Grants and Fundraising - 

• Arden McClune –ardenbeachlvr@verizon.net 
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstreetdesign.net 
• Charles Castoro – development@harfordhistory.org  
• Jenn Farrell— jfarrell@cfharfordcounty.org  
 

Newsletter and Website - 

• Bill Walden bill@mainstdesign.net 
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com 
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net 

Harford County has always lain in the main 
stream of national life. 

In a sense, its history is the record of our 
country, reduced in scale. 

Senator William S. James 

 

Trivia Answers 
1. 1925 
2. Harford Chemical Works replaced Harford Furnace, 

later known as Fair Meadows, built by Clement     
Dietrich on Creswell Road (MD 543) 

3. Martha Furnace 
4. Agriculture to reduce acidity or sweeten soil; homi-

ny; iron making; mortar; soap making; tanning;       
whitewash 

Harford 250 Steering Committee 
Chair: Carol Deibel  Co-Chair: Jackie Seneschal 

mailto:harford250@harfordhistory.org
http://www.harford250.org
mailto:jmbensen@harfordcountymd.gov
mailto:matthew@visitharford.com
mailto:jenny@downtownbelair.com
mailto:arobertson@belairmd.org
mailto:laurio@havredegracemd.gov
mailto:jsullivans@verizon.net
mailto:iris.l.barnes@gmail.com
mailto:jmancine@harford.edu
mailto:bill@mainstdesign.net
mailto:S.mckaughan@gmail.com
mailto:diane@selawmd.com%20%3cdiane@selawmd.com%3e;
mailto:directorhshc@harfordhistory.org
mailto:kajara@harfordcountymd.gov
mailto:directorhshc@harfordhistory.org
mailto:jackieseneschal@gmail.com
mailto:caroldeibel@verizon.net
mailto:–ardenbeachlvr@verizon.net
mailto:bill@mainstreetdesign.net
mailto:development@harfordhistory.org
mailto:jfarrell@cfharfordcounty.org
mailto:bill@mainstdesign.net
mailto:jackieseneschal@gmail.com
mailto:caroldeibel@verizon.net

