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Excitement Builds—2023 Nudges Closer 

Harford 250 buzz is everywhere. Christmas 

parades, countywide events, and the web, all 

showcase the plans and programs that will 

make this year-long celebration special.  Visit 

and follow the Harford 250 Celebration        

Facebook page. Watch for Monday Minutia, 

Wednesday Happenings, and Photo Fridays. 

Share your photos and ideas, watch for event 

information, share your planned events, and 

test your knowledge about the county as new 

queries appear each Monday.  

Plans continue to evolve and new partners 

join in this project. Ladew Gardens is planning 

a special Twilight Tuesday program celebrating 

Harford’s anniversary year. Local breweries 

are working on a special blend for Harford 

250.  Steppingstone Museum, the                 

Susquehanna Symphony Orchestra and area 

towns are developing their celebrations. If you 

haven’t done so, reach out to the Steering committee to share your plans for  celebrating 

with the entire County. Place your dates on the website calendar www.Harford250.org! 

Have you seen us 

on Harford TV? 

Thanks to the      

Harford Cultural Arts  

Board and Harford 

TV for arranging the 

interview. Click the 

image to see the  

video.  Volunteers in the Havre de Grace Parade, 

December  2, 2022 

Seeking Artists for Harford 250 Memorial 
The Historical Society of Harford County is seeking a qualified vendor for the design, fabrication, and installation of a 

permanent public art piece to memorialize Harford County’s 250th anniversary as part of the 2023-2024 Harford 250 

Commemoration. The theme of the piece, as selected by a public vote, is Rooted in History, Lighting the Way to the 

Future. Further details about the project and its requirements may be found in the Request for Qualifications. A   

pre-application meeting will be held on December 15, 2022, at 6 PM at The Historical Society of Harford County 

Headquarters, 143 N. Main St. in Bel Air. The deadline for applications is January 13, 2023, at 4 PM. Applications and 

questions may be submitted to art250@harfordhistory.org.  

The Request for Qualifications “Artist for Harford 250 Public Art Piece” is available at https://www.harford250.org/

public-art-project/  

http://www.Harford250.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rqxHxjywj88
mailto:art250@harfordhistory.org
https://www.harford250.org/public-art-project/
https://www.harford250.org/public-art-project/


To learn more about the other county heroes listed on our 

sponsorship program, visit the Harford 250 website. 

 

Who Are These People?  Matilda O’Neill  —$25 Sponsorship Level 

Harford Showcase Booth Applications Open 
Harford Showcase: Celebrating Community, Harford 250’s opening event , will be held Friday, March 31 and Satur-

day, April 1, 2023 at  the APGFCU Arena at Harford Community College. Booths are available to showcase your group 

or community organization, but space is limited. Harford 250 non-profit sponsors are guaranteed a booth.             

Additional booths are assigned depending upon availability. To submit an application, visit  www.harford250.org/

harford-showcase/. Applications are due by February 1, 2023.  

Performers Wanted  
Harford Showcase: Celebrating Community will feature live                

entertainment on Saturday, April 1, 2023, between 10 am and 4 pm at 

the APGFCU Arena at Harford Community College. The small stage will 

feature local  solo performers – storytellers, mimes, jugglers, singers,          

instrumentalists, etc.  Performances will be 15-to-20-minute acts, live 

and on-stage. Preference will be given to acts based on families,        

history, and life in Harford County. Submit an application and a short 

video sample at www.harford250.org/harford-showcase-performers-

application/.  

The Showcase will also include five volunteer musical groups on the 

Main Stage on April 1, 2023. Each will present a 30-minute set of songs 

from a specific era of the performers’ choice – from 1774 through to 

the present. Performers will provide their own instruments and accompanists. The showcase will provide sound 

equipment. See the Harford 250 website for more information and application forms:www.harford250.org/harford-

showcase-performers-application/. 

Applications are due by January 15, 2023. The Committee will notify all performers of its decision by February 1. 

During the War of 1812, the British sailed up the Chesapeake Bay. After 

several attacks in Cecil County, they proceeded to Havre de Grace and 

attacked on May 3, 1813.  Most of the residents fled in fear, but Lt. John 

O’Neill single-handedly defended the town. He was wounded, captured, 

and imprisoned on the British ship Maidstone. The town was sacked, 

and burned, with only two houses and the Episcopal Church spared. 

O’Neill’s fifteen-year-old daughter, Matilda, pleaded with the admiral of 

the fleet for her father’s life.  

Admiral Cockburn was so impressed by the girl’s bravery that he re-

leased O’Neill unharmed, and, legend has it, rewarded Matilda by giving 

her his gold snuff box and sword.  

Source: National Park Service  
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Memoir Project Update—In Their Own Words 

Printing is complete and books will be shipped this month!  For months we have been teasing you with excerpts 

from the Harford 250-story collection. We are delighted to tell you the wait is finally over.  Books are expected to 

arrive this month.  The Steering Committee is taking reservations for copies at 250celebration@harfordhistory.org 

and will post its arrival date on the Harford 250 Facebook page. The books cost $28 which includes tax and will be 

available for purchase at the Historical Society headquarters as soon as they arrive and at Harford 250 events across 

the county.   It has been a long-time coming, but we believe the wait will be worthwhile.   

Thanks to everyone who has registered to purchase a copy and a very special thanks to all of our incredible authors. 

 

Harford County Reminiscences  

By Emily Andrews 

 

Umbarger House in Bel Air 

I grew up on a farm in Bel Air and have spent all but eleven years of my life as a Harford Countian, more specifically a 
Bel Airian. 

My family farm was Cherokee Farm, developed and owned by my grandfather and his second wife, Mr. and Mrs.  
Joseph Umbarger. The 550-acre farm was purchased in about 1914 when my family moved to Harford County from 
Marion, VA. The family tradition is that Grandfather Umbarger had lived in extremely hilly and rocky western Virginia 
and moved to Maryland because the land is more level.   

On the right side of Rt. 22 heading east the farm stretched from Fountain Green across to McPhail Road back up to 
Bynum Run Pond at the edge of the current John Carroll School property. Across the road, the land included the 
knoll across from John Carroll School (apartment buildings are there now) back to the fence line at Bynum Run, 
across to Moores Mill Road, and up to Rt. 22. The land for Bynum Run Park was donated by my grandfather 

The farm was a dairy farm, with dairy cows, pigs, and other livestock.  There were two barns, visible across the field 
on the right after passing Moores Mill Road, with two to three tenant houses.  The farm produced field crops, hay 
and corn, and milk.  The two-story frame farmhouse was directly across from the entrance to Moores Mill Road. 

My parents were Marvin D. and Margaret Cronin Umbarger.  Our home was on the farm property, a gift from my 
grandfather in 1926.  Many was the morning that I would listen to my father or one of the hired men lifting the huge 
milk cans onto the platform at the corner of Moores Mill Road, to be picked up by trucks and taken to the Ma and Pa 
station in Bel Air to be shipped to Baltimore.  Later, a refrigerated milk tank was installed and the delivery trucks 
drove down the lane to the dairy. 

 

mailto:250celebration@harfordhistory.org


Upcoming Local Events  

Sponsoring non-profit organizations may promote 

one event per month in the newsletter. This is a 

great  opportunity to reach many people over this 

unique year-long tourism event. More details 

about  non-profit  sponsorship included in the 

Sponsorship Chart available at 

www.harford250.org .  

Email: harford250@harfordhistory.org for more 

information. Deadline: Last day of the month. 

Follow Harford 250 

Celebration  

on Facebook! 

 

 

Harford 250 at Liriodendron, December 3, 2022  

Reminiscences 
(continued) 

As any good farmer, Dad always got up at 
4 AM to walk to the barn for milking.  Our 
day trips were     always grouped around 
morning and afternoon   milking times.  
Even after he retired, he was still unable 
to sleep past 4 AM. 

The farmland on the left side of East Rt. 22 
was purchased for the development of 
businesses.  There are several brick office 
buildings and a Pizza Hut carryout there 
now.  Our two-story house and the re-
mainder of the farmland on that side were 
purchased by St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church.  The house was later burned by 
the fire department for practice and is 
now under the upper parking area. 

http://www.harford250.org
mailto:harford250@harfordhistory.org
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 Editors: Carol Deibel and Jackie Seneschal 

County Liaison –  

• Jacob Bensen – jmbensen@harfordcountymd.gov 
• Matthew Scales—matthew@visitharford.com 
  
Municipal Liaison – 

• Jenny Falcone – jenny@downtownbelair.com 
• Angela Robertson – arobertson@belairmd.org 
• Lauri Orzewicz—laurio@havredegracemd.gov  

Museum Liaison –  

• C. John Sullivan, Jr. – jsullivans@verizon.net 
• Iris Barnes – iris.l.barnes@gmail.com 
• Julie Mancine – jmancine@harford.edu  
 

Business Liaison – 

• Bill Walden – bill@mainstdesign.net 
• Stephanie McKaughan - S.mckaughan@gmail.com  
• Diane Sengstacke— diane@selawmd.com  

Arts & Entertainment Liaison –  

• Chris Potts – directorhshc@harfordhistory.org   
• Kelly Jara – kajara@harfordcountymd.gov  

 

Memoir  – 

• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com 
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net 
 

Grants and Fundraising - 

• Arden McClune –ardenbeachlvr@verizon.net 
• Bill Walden – bill@mainstreetdesign.net 
• Charles Castoro – development@harfordhistory.org  
• Jenn Farrell— jfarrell@cfharfordcounty.org  
 

Newsletter and Website - 

• Bill Walden bill@mainstdesign.net 
• Jackie Seneschal – jackieseneschal@gmail.com 
• Carol Deibel – caroldeibel@verizon.net 

Harford County has always lain in the main stream of national life. 

In a sense, its history is the record of our country, reduced in scale. 

Senator William S. James 

 Harford 250 Steering Committee 
Chair: Carol Deibel  Co-Chair: Jackie Seneschal 
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