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Harford Heritage News 

February 2024 

250th Anniversary of Founding of Harford County—2023 to March 2024 

200th Anniversary of Layfette’s Tour of America— 2024 

 

 Public Art Update 

 Bel Air at 150 

 Jazz Ambassadors 

 Ma& Pa RR  

 Upcoming Events 

 Committee 

Celebrating Tomorrow: Make Harford History Now 
As the Harford 250 Celebration comes to a close, we invite each of you to join us in celebration. On Saturday, March 

23, 2024, Harford’s Sestercentennial year-long celebration is highlighting the future in a program at the Bel Air 

Reckord Armory at 37 N. Main Street from 9:30 am to noon. This is a free event, but tickets are required as seating is 

limited. To register for a ticket, visit www.harford250.com. 

This is an opportunity for people across the county to celebrate Harford’s first 250 years and the beginning of the 

next 250. Everyone is invited to join us in ringing a bell at 12 noon on March 23, 2024. A limited number of Harford 

250 Commemorative bells will be available at the Historical Society headquarters, 143 N. Main St., Bel Air in early 

March and at the Liriodendron open house events on March 10, 13 and 20.  

http://www.harford250.com
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Rooted in History: Lighting the Way to the Future 
Over the past year, many of you donated bits and pieces to the development of a mosaic that will be unveiled at the 

Closing ceremonies at the Bel Air Reckord Armory on March 23, 2024. The project, developed by artist, Lisa Scarbath, 

is proceeding beautifully. Here is just a tease showing a portion of the mosaic made from your donated materials.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the project, more than 150 contributed items have been photographed, cataloged, and prepped to be   

embedded in four 3’x5’ mosaic panels. The accompanying stories range from interesting county facts to personal         

histories and make for fascinating reading and a fun seek-and-find activity.  The documentation is an interesting 

treasure explaining many of the bits and pieces that make up the mosaic and how they tell Harford’s history. 

Salute to Bel Air at 150 
The Town of Bel Air has grown considerably since the tiny hamlet of “Belle Aire” was designated as the County Seat 

in 1782. The initial 42 lots, built around the county courthouse, jail, and sheriff’s residence have grown to a town of 

more than 10,000 people, a center of commerce, local and state government, healthcare, dining, and cultural arts. 

The key moment in Bel Air history is what the town will celebrate throughout 2024 – its incorporation as an inde-

pendent municipality in April of 1874. Today, Bel Air is one of 157 municipalities in Maryland, holding “home rule” 

power granted by the State constitution. 

Bel Air is planning many commemorative events over the next year beginning with the “Then & Now” celebration at 

the Bel Air Armory on April 27, 2024, from 11 am – 3 pm. Following the showcase at the Armory, the Bel Air        

Community Band and Community Chorus will perform at Shamrock Park at 4 pm.  

Everyone is invited to this free event showcasing Bel Air’s history and future. Visit https://www.belairmd.org/616/

Bel-Air150 for more information. 

https://www.belairmd.org/616/Bel-Air150
https://www.belairmd.org/616/Bel-Air150
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Harford 250 Encore: Jazz Ambassadors Come to Harford 
The Harford 250 Celebration is so much fun the Historical Society of Harford County could not let it end! Along with 

the City of Havre de Grace, we are  excited to announce that the amazing, internationally acclaimed US Army Jazz 

Ambassadors will continue its long tradition of presenting free performances when they appear in Havre de Grace’s 

STAR Centre on Thursday, April 25, 2024, at 7:00 pm.  Known as America’s Big Band, the Jazz Ambassadors are the 

premier touring jazz orchestra of the United States Army. Formed in 1969, this 19-piece ensemble has received criti-

cal acclaim throughout the United States and abroad.  

MUSIC FROM THE GREATEST GENERATION 

The Greatest Generation program includes such all-time favorites as Stardust, In the Mood, and Sing, Sing, Sing.  

This is a concert that you won’t want to miss. 

Performances by the Jazz Ambassadors offer some of the most versatile programming of any big band. Concerts 

include classic big band standards, instrumental and vocal solo features, patriotic favorites, contemporary jazz 

works, and original arrangements and compositions by past and present members of the Jazz Ambassadors. The 

Jazz Ambassadors have performed in all 50 states, Canada, Mexico, Japan, India, and Europe, and joint concerts 

with the Boston Pops, National Symphony, Pittsburgh Symphony, Seattle Symphony, and at Carnegie Hall with Erich 

Kunzel and the Cincinnati Pops.  

For tickets and additional information about the Jazz Ambassadors’ performance in Havre de Grace, please contact 

The Havre de Grace Visitor Center by phone at 410-939-2100 or visit STAR CENTRE online at https://

starcentremd.com. 

https://starcentremd.com
https://starcentremd.com


 4 

 

 

 



 5 

 

An exhibit of handmade,              

thought-provoking quilts by Carol 

Burnside, “Curious Priest and Quilter 

for Social Justice,” is on display at St. 

John’s Episcopal Church, Havre de 

Grace, through most of February. The 

exhibit is self-guided with a brochure. 

Event Dates & Times: 

February 3 through February 25, 2024   

Monday- Fridays   

10am- 12pm & 6pm- 8pm 

Carol Burnside will conduct a series 

of  three lectures about the quilts on 

Saturday afternoons (Feb 3, 10, & 17) 

from 4pm- 6pm 

For more information, visit the        

website.  

Free to the public. 

A Race Against Race: Quilt Exhibit and Lectures 

https://www.stjohnshdg.org/a-race-against-race
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Annual MasquerAid Fundraiser & Gala 
February 10 @ 6:00 pm - 10:00 pm, Havre de Grace Community Center, $70 – $80 

Get ready for the return of Havre de Grace’s biggest party of the year… 

The Havre de Grace Arts Collective’s Annual MasquerAid Fundraiser & Gala!! 

Dance the night away and dine on the finest New Orleans-inspired savory and sweet dishes provided by some of 

your favorite local restaurants: Creole de Graw, Chefs of the Vandiver Inn, Coakley’s Pub, Abbey Burger Bistro, and 

Tidewater Grille. 

Silent auction and raffle prizes 

Costumes are recommended, so arrive dressed to impress…. You might just be crowned King or Queen the 2024 

MasquerAid! 

Tickets  $80/ea Every ticket includes admission to the event, dinner, and beer and wine. Cocktails – (including a 

Mardi Gras classic Hurricane)are also available for purchase throughout the evening 

We are the Havre de Grace Arts Collective – a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization that brings arts & entertainment to 

the local community through events, programs, public art, community partnerships & more!  

Visit hdgartscollective.org to learn more! 

hdgartscollective.org
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Jim Curry’s “Take Me Home: The Music of John Denver” 
March 8 @ 8:00 pm - 10:00 pm, Havre de Grace Opera House 



 9 

 



 10 

 



 11 

 



 12 

 

Published by: 

 The Historical Society of Harford County 

 143 N. Main Street 
 Bel Air, MD 21014 

 Phone 410-838-7691 
 Email: harford250@harfordhistory.org 
 www.harford250.org 
  
 Editors: Carol Deibel and Jackie Seneschal 

Harford County has always lain in the main stream of national life. 

In a sense, its history is the record of our country, reduced in scale. 

Senator William S. James 

 Harford 250 Steering Committee 
Chair: Carol Deibel  Co-Chair: Jackie Seneschal 
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